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Ever since the beginning of Sanskrit Literature, we come
across various female authors - be it the Vedic women Garggl,
Maitreyl etc. who propounded about the supreme soul or the
poetesses like Gangadevi, Tirumalamba, Madhuravani etc.
Pandita Ksama Rav is one such personality of the twentieth
century, whose name is worth mentioning when it comes to
modern writings in Sanskrit.

Pandita Ksama Rav is known in Sanskrit as a character
writer, playwright and prose-poet. She was also the first to
handle the modern type of short story in Sanskrit. The stream of
pride is reflected in the stories of Pandita Ksama Rav. Some
others have their themes based on the independence struggle.
Some of the narratives in her stories in her prose stories relate to
the prevailing social circumstances and some depict the plight
and tragedy of women stricken by the social stereotypes or the
exploited class. Her force of diction and style of composing
poems too deserve a great place in Sanskrit literature. We come
to know all these through the powerful writings of Pandita
Ksama, the importance of nationalism, patriotism and women
empowerment. This research paper is an attempt to introduce the
life and works of Pandita Ksama Rav and their relevance in the
modern context.

Keywords: Pandita Ksama Rav, Indian Independence, Modern
Sanskrit Literature, Female authors, Mahakavya, Modern Sanskrit
Dramas, Biography

INTRODUCTION

Ever since the beginning of Sanskrit Literature, we come
across various female authors - be it the Vedic women Garggi,
Maitreyl etc. who propound about the supreme soul or the
poetesses like Gangadevi, Tirumalamba, Madhuravani etc.
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Pandita Ksama Rav is one such personality of the twentieth
century, whose name is worth mentioning when it comes to
modern writings in Sanskrit.

BIOGRAPHY OF PANDITA KSAMA RAV

Pandita Ksama Rav is known in Sanskrit as a character
writer, playwright and prose-poet. She was also the first to
handle the modern type of short story in Sanskrit. She was born
on 4th of June in 1890 to a family with scholastic base in
Maharashtra. Her father was Pandit Sankar Panduranga, who
was a great Vedic scholar and researcher, who devoted his entire
lifetime in learning about ancient Indian literature and culture.
Her mother was Usabai, a very thoughtful and sensible woman
who encouraged her to pursue her literary interests. Even though
the surname 'Pandita’ was acquired naturally by legacy, her
literary pursuits made it even deserving. Ksama was one among
the eight children in her family. It is evident that Sankar
Panduranga's interest and scholarship in Sanskrit language were
inherited by Ksama Rav. On account of her interest in Sanskrit
language, she learnt the same under R.G. Bhandarkar and P V
Kane.

Ksama Rav was brilliant in studies, especially languages.
Her father Pandit Sankar Panduranga passed away when she was
very young. With the help of her uncle Sitaram Pandit, Ksama
stayed at Rajkot, to receive her formal education. She spent most
of her early days there. Apart from that, she also had severe
financial constraints, which made her classmates regard her as
poor and needy. Even in this situation, Ksama passed her
matriculation with top scores in English and Sanskrit. Later, she
joined the Wilson College in Bombay. Her mentors were the
revered scholars like Mahamahopadhyaya Bharatratna P V Kane
and Vidyalankara Nagappa Sastr1. Unfortunately, her studies
were interrupted due to the constraints imposed upon women by
the society regarding acquiring higher education. Even after the
death of her father, it was Ksama's mother Usabai, who ensured
that her children were educated and planned for the same at their
home. L R Pangarkar, the well-known researcher and biographer
taught Sanskrit to Ksama Rav and her siblings. She was so
brilliant that she could grasp everything taught quickly. She was
married to Dr. Raghavendra Rav. Dr. Raghavendra was a well -
known physician at that time. It was after her marriage, her name
was changed to Ksama Rav. After marriage, her life changed
dramatically as Dr. Rav, who stood among the scholars and
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developed a progressive way of thinking, appointed a Sastri and
facilitated her education at home. Along with her husband,
Ksama got opportunities to visit various parts of India as well as
other nations, which paved way to the widening of her
knowledge. As a result, she became well versed in Italian and
French languages. Thus, Ksama Rav was a multilingualist. The
Indian languages known to her were Marathi, Sanskrit and
Gujarati. Apart from these, she was also a sportsperson. As a
pursuit for empowering women by providing education, Pandit
Sankar Panduranga established a girl's school with the help of
Justice Ranade and others.

It was the persuing of independence struggle in the nation
while Ksama was pursuing her education. She took part in the
freedom struggle led by Mahatma Gandhi. Thus, Ksama is also
remembered by everyone as a freedom fighter too. She has got
the opportunity to visit the Sabarmati Ashram. The life and
ideals of Mahatma Gandhi are detailed mostly in her works. It
was Ksama, who introduced a new genre to Sanskrit literature,
through her work Sankarajivanakhyanam, which is a biography
of her father. She also wrote many stories in verse - form.

Pandita Ksama Rav wrote primarily in English from 1920
to 1930. Her compositions are also available in Marathi.
Influenced by the prevalence of the Satyagraha Movement, she
began to write in Sanskrit language. The following are her
works:

e Srijfianesvaracaritam

e Sankarajivanakhyanam
® Ramadasacaritam

® Tukaramacaritam

e Miralahart

e Satyagrahagita

e Uttarasatyagrahagita

e Svarajyavijayah

e Katuvipakah

e Mahasmasanam
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e Kathamuktavalt
e [Kathapaficakam
e Gramajyotihh

® Vicitraparisadyatra

Among these, she translated and published the works
Srunanesvaracarltam Sankarajivanakhyanam, Ramadasacaritam,
Tukaramacaritam and Miralaharf.

It was Ksama Rav who introduced new themes and genres
in Sanskrit literature. The stream of pride is reflected in the
stories of Pandita Ksama Rav. These stories which enhance the
pride of the nation are described using Anustup verses in
Kathapaficakam. Some of the narratives in her stories in her
prose stories relate to the prevailing social circumstances and
some depict the plight and tragedy of women stricken by the
social stereotypes or the exploited class. Most of her stories are
sober. Some others have their themes based on the independence
struggle. The stories written by Ksama Rav based on the
prevailing social environment prove to be good examples for
modern short stories. It contains a variety of themes and the style
of writing is pure and beautiful. Pandita Ksama Rav was
awarded the title "Saraswati Chandrika" in 1942.

SRIJNANESVARACARITAM

This is a Mahakavya or an epic poem based on the life and
teachings of the Maratha Saint Jiiane$vara, 13th century poet,
philosopher and Yogi of the Nath Vaisnava tradition. This work
opened up a new way of composing epic poems having Sants as
the hero, apart from the conventional types of heroes. The work
comprises of eight cantos. Saint Jiiane§vara worked against the
evil practices and prevailing violence in the society. His pursuits
regarding the same are depicted in the work. The work emphasis
on the importance of Vedantic - way of renunciation and
encourages the readers to renounce enjoyments.

SANKARAJIVANAKHYANAM

This is a biographical work based on the life of Pandit
Sankar Panduranga, the father of Pandita Ksama Rav. This work
contains 17 chapters called 'Ullasa'. The following titles of each
Ullasa depict each of the episodes in the life of

Pandit Sankar Panduranga -
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* Balyavarpanam
Lokasankatanivaranam

* Vidyarambhavarnanam
Sankaraprakrtivarnanam

* Vidyabhyasah
Rajaprakopasamutyapanam

* Vidyasamaptivarnanam
Cintasantanavarnanam

* Kavyasamm$odhanam
Syamalagirinivasah

* Srutiprasarhsanam
Vyakhyanavilasah

* Dvitlyapanigrahanam
Samajapariskaranam

* Pracinalekhagavesanam
Sudhamapurinivasah

* Dipanirvanam

In the preface of the work, Sri Nrisimh Kelkar made a
poignant remark that it was Pandita Ksama Rav, who introduced
the new genre of biography to

Sanskrit Literature.
RAMADASACARITAM

This work in thirteen cantos is based on the life of
Samartha Ramadasa, the Hindu saint and poet. The first canto
describes the birth of Saint Ramadasa, born as Gangadhara, the
son of Suryajipant and Rentdevi. Saint Ramadasa here is
portrayed as an incarnation of Lord Hanuman. The brilliant
future that is ahead of him is also predicted. The second canto
tells about his childhood exploits, rest of boyhood and youth and
finally the death of Siiryajipant. The third canto depicts the never
- ending wish for acquiring knowledge, the appearance of
Hanuman, who enlightens Ramadasa, his gradual detachment
towards worldly affairs and marriage etc. Fourth canto tells
about the persuasion of Ramadasa's brother to Reniidevi to let
him opt out of marriage. It also tells how Ramadasa's mind was
occupied with the episodes of the great epic Ramayana, in
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which, Hanuman was the character who influenced him the
most. This is followed by his mother's persuasion for marriage
and Ramadasa cleverly escaping from the marriage arranged by
his mother, due to his passion for Lord Rama. The fifth canto
tells his visit to Paficavati and shrines of Lord Rama, the fierce
penance, upon which Lord Rama appeared and blessed him. It
was from then he came to be known as Samartha Ramadasa. The
miracles of enlivening a dead man from the funeral pyre and
adoption of the same person's new born son are too described.
The son Uddhava was under the tutelage of Saint Ramadasa. The
sixth canto tells Lord Rama and Hanuman appearing before him
and advising to assist Sivaji and the following Ramanavami
celebrations, at the end of which again both the deities appear
and direct him to propagate Bhakti. Knowing the social conflicts
that were prevalent, Ramadasa resolved to re - establish his faith
everywhere. The seventh canto tells his visit to the famous
Visvesvara shrine in Kasi, where he was stopped by the priests,
by mistaking him to be a Mleccha, which caused afterwards, the
disappearance of the Linga. The priests realizing their mistake
called back the Saint with reverence, after which the Linga re -
appeared in its original position. This canto also tells about his
pilgrimage to Ayodhya, Mathura, Prabhas, Brndaraka,
Vrndavana, = Dvaraka,  Kedarnath, @ Badri,  Himalayas,
Manasarovara, Puri, Ramesvaram and return to Paficavati after
twelve years. His meeting with Guru Nanak is also detailed. The
eighth canto tells about Ramadasa's mother's lamentation on
deathbed, for not seeing his son for twenty-four years and about
the resurrection of a bird. The ninth canto speaks of his visit to
paternal home, where his mother becomes happy at the arrival of
her son. Later in tenth canto, Lord Rama appears before Sant and
directs him to visit the banks of Krsna, Godavari, Mahabalesvar
etc. and assist SivajT in procuring sovereignty. It also in length
dwells about him meeting Sant Tukarama and installation of
Lord Rama's idol in a temple. The eleventh canto depicts Sant
Ramadasa accepting Slvajl as his disciple. The twelfth canto tells
about the victory of Sivaji and Ramadasa refusing him to
accompany, citing the duty of a king, after which, Sivaji ruled
his Maratha Kingdom. The last canto tells about accounts of
bravery and further victory of Sivaji and finally his death, upon
which Sant Ramadasa was grief stricken and finally after six
months, his attainment of the heavenly abode of Lord Hanuman.

TUKARAMACARITAM

This is a Mahakavya in nine cantos. It depicts the life of
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Sant Tukarama, the great saint poet of Maharashtra. His
teachings have established permanent supremacy over the
common man in Maharashtra and find a great place in the work.
Some of the lines are reminiscent of well-known Sanskrit verses.

The first canto tells about the story of Vi§varhbhara, who
was Tukarama's ancestor and the propritiation of Lord Visnu by
penance. The second canto tells of the birth of Tukarama, his
naming ceremony and marriage. His profession as a trader,
financial loss in the same and envision of the divine Visnu are
too depicted here. Tukarama is said to be obsessed in the
worship of Lord Hari from then, which makes him negligent
towards the unpaid debts. It is followed by the depiction of
Tukarama's renunciation by leaving his family stranded, wife's
reproaches, Tukarama agreeing to trade as per his wife's request,
and the unfortunate incident of being cheated in trade by people,
which adds to Tukarama's financial burden. Seeing his pathetic
state, the villagers mock him by adorning onion - garland and
mounting him upon a donkey. The fourth canto speaks of the
famine struck in Tukarama's village, distress of his family, death
of his wife and son etc. This canto also contains the miraculous
happening where Tukarama, being negligent in looking after a
field from birds become the cause of destruction of the crops,
which was replaced with three times more quantity of crop,
which is clearly a miracle devised by the lord. Fifth canto tells
about the construction of Lord Visnu's temple, Tukarama's wife's
disinterest towards his actions, miracles made by the lord in his
wife's life and other helpful deeds by Sant. Sixth canto tells of
Tukarama having a meal with Lord Visnu, who appeared in his
dream where he was directed to complete the work of
Namadeva. He completed the work in the Abhanga meter, which
was later popular as "Abhanga hymn". Also, Tukarama's
encounter with a Brahmin called Cintamani is depicted. The
seventh canto contains Tukarama's encounter with another
Brahmin named Deshpande. The eighth canto deals again with
his meeting with another Brahmin called Mumbaji and Sivaji.
The work ends with the ninth canto depicting SivajT's miraculous
escape from a Muslim enemy with Tukarama's assistance,
Tukarama's Vaisnavaite philosophy and his final attainment of
the lord's abode.

MIRALAHARI

This is a Khandakavya published in 1944 that deals with
the life of medieval Indian Saint Poetess Mirabai.
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SATYAGRAHAGITA

There are several disputes among scholars whether to
regard this work as a Mahakavya. Although the plot of
Satyagrahagita makes it fit into the category of Mahakavya.
Satyagrahagita is a historical Mahakavya in eighteen chapters
called 'Adhyaya’, dealing with the life and philosophy of
Mahatma Gandhi and his pursuits in the Indian Independence
Movement. All these are detailed in the work beautifully using
Anustup verses.

UTTARASATYAGRAHAGITA

This is a Mahakavya which serves as a sequel to the much
popular Satyagrahagita, as the title suggests. It tells about the life
and philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi in verses. The work was
published in 1932 in Paris.

SVARAJYAVIJAYAH

This work comprises of fifty chapters depicting the entire
episode of Indian Independence struggle, emphasizing on
Mahatma Gandhi's pursuits in attaining the same. The work
begins with the depiction of Non- Cooperation movement
initiated by Gandhiji and ends with the depiction of Gandhiji's
assassination.

KATUVIPAKAH

Published in 1955, this is a drama which handles one of
those tragic happenings common during the Satyagraha days
when the son or daughter joins the movement, breaks up the
home and parents' hearts, or in the violence of the police,
sacrifices his/her life.

MAHASMASANAM

This is a drama which is written with skill and power in
one act and three short scenes. It was published in the Kaumudi.
This tragedy presents the streets of Calcutta at the time of the
partition, strewn with corpses, a village of five hundred reduced
to five and a Muslim tailor's family faced with the alternative of
dying by starvation or by taking gruel made of what has been

obtained as rice in the black market, a mouthful of which kills
the only surviving daughter.

KATHAMUKTAVALI
Published in 1954, Kathamuktavali is a collection of fifteen
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short stories on modern themes in simple and elegant prose,
reflecting the life of presentday India. The titles of the stories are
- Premarasodrekah, Tapasasya paritosikam, Parityakta,

Mithyagrahanam, Vrttasamsicchatram, Haimasamadhih,
Mayajalam, Svapnikavyamohah, Najamadilelah,
Vidhavodvahasamkatam, Ksanikavibhramah,

Nisithavalih, Matsyajivaiva kevalam, Atmanirvasanam and
Saraddalam.

It is a distinct and unique contribution to Sanskrit
Literature. The short story genre is perhaps introduced by
Pandita Ksama Rav, deals with living problems, seeks to throw
light on a heightened emotion or a dramatic situation and tries to
reflect the conditions of the society. The stories deal with the life
of simple ordinary folk in different parts of India like Bombay,
Kashmir, Mahabaleswar, Mt. Abu etc. The place descriptions are
highly enchanting, especially the areas of Kashmir, Abu etc,
which are in melodious, poetical prose, sensitive and simple with
an elegance of diction. The dialogues are natural and the
characterization effective. The deep sense of patriotism runs
throughout.

Most of the stories have a tragic end. For instance, in the
story Haimasamadhi, the union of lovers is achieved by their
joint death. Matsyajivaiva Kevalam tells the story of a mother
identifying her son who got separated and turned to an ascetic.
The story Mayajalam tells the lives of four women who were
abandoned by their husbands/lovers. Premarasodreka speaks of a
father yearning to see his son.

KATHAPANCAKAM

It is a collection of five short stories in metrical form
(Anustup metre), published in 1963. The stories within this
collection mainly reflect upon the prevailing social evils
surrounding women and the miserable lives of helpless and
abandoned women.

GRAMAJYOTIH

This is a collection of three stories of Gujarat villages
during the civil disobedience days in verse - form.

VICITRAPARISADYATRA

This work deals with the oriental languages conference and
Ksama Rav's visit to Thiruvanantapuram. The importance of
Sanskrit language is highlighted through the following verses —
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“YEFATEiie: g 99 HRAHST: |

YEhaa Fa= IR TEH | |

HERAAHTER] EhARRITE: |

Taq: G e 9 g9ar | 1”
CONCLUSION

Pandita Ksama Rav is the greatest of the poetesses in
Sanskrit. Her contributions to literature as well as the society are
worth appreciating. The major themes of her works include
societal problems, independence struggle and atrocities against
women during her times. We come to know all these through the
powerful writings of Pandita Ksama, the importance of
nationalism, patriotism and women empowerment. Most of her
works have tragic ending, melancholy being reflected
throughout. She is perhaps the first person to introduce the genre
of biography to Sanskrit Literature. The biographical works are
based on the lives of the Sants of Maharashtra, where the
sentiment of Bhakti is evident. Her force of diction and style of
composing poems too deserve a great place in Sanskrit literature.
In short, her works fit into the set of works that are regarded as
"modern writngs".
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AT Hha ATeehi | A P A1 3TEeH

B0 e
faummers (S%pa favm)
FOEI0THO FO T HIARIR TS
NEIMEIFASSIREREIEI S

Tiieed FATST &1 UUT © SR A |Ied Hl Fd §
T T SARNSATHT T € | GHIST HIGaron g1 SHiferd
W, AT, AT qAT e %k WRIE T IR & ¥ ™
i 1 SieT™ 39 92 #1 91eft § R e e g
AT, &l @A W Fas el § quT SErgul g
T Al IO a1 foHer aRoTe ST § | e e
I F TIR W I TAGH I 7, AT § Hqiosd
FIAT & JUT ITH ATH TRE AT IHEH Al ¢ | e
& 9 YR | EYF 1 Aed A HET T S | THR T
1 i I SHfH T gl Sl 8- ATeh=T Fhiaad” |
A FATERR G H W FET 8- WY TUETh I,
(1) RO 78 & o a8 Feue & 9ue ee fafteast 9
I ¢ AT TR, 3 FANE! H TEl el o sTRed
FI Geed T I WY &HAT AeF | & 2 ¥ ey
Ghd & =TT 3 Hre B Tesd H g Wi Jaqre © -
“FIAY Aledh TIH |” IE A1d 3Tk ervdl ¥ =Rard € -
STa %l FAT I AT ohl P 9, W 9 &g 8
T § 3R WEEA B gHar w2 ¥ d@d W A
9= FE ohd © T 9HT HA UNG H TUh qadl
AR, TSI JAT WONT BT B | TARIY HAhE
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FIfereT i I8 3Ih WO 7 SR i ¢ & #15 =atn
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TR |(2) ARG o T8 a2 H1 3R AfeeF T8 Fd
TU 379 ATeawe | o € -

T a9 7 afesed 7 91 9= 7 91 Fel |
TG ARM 7 Ry TSR a9 T4 | 1(3)

q&hA AlCh ol 3 [ANEaR =9 98 9ied &
Tkl ¥ WE T Y YAF FA © | URMET F AR W,
FEW WRA, STTET TAT FATT MG <2 ok ATeahi o6 Hu A
AR ATehi I AHe BT IS & T 3@ THO0 § I8
X Rl AR el & | STTaT 1 BTAEH (TIT) T
% DEFEH hl SR TR IF qAT TGS T3 € | AR
GG o T9R & | & T HRA ATeehi T, FHATAT AT
JUT S AERRIAT &l AT T=R =9 <¥ | q9a gaf |
TOHT Y& INOTH I8 & ToF G o ATeaeImel H1 SFIERv]
¥ GEFA A % AEE § & A8 e, Ed 3 @
ET o ATEeRl Bl AT W SHHT TR FTEW: A © |
qTeah Tl To! [FUEArsti ol SR hed §¢ T fa=ment
M 0 TR UKd U € | 91T Wil el 31Ed
A © T -

Tragedy is primarily imitation of Action.®

TR 9 #1 %299 € 7 - Drama is a copy of

life, a mirror of custom, a reflection of Truth.®

T _t!{"ﬁ Ed HAJHIN Drama is a mirror in which

nature is reflected.®
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I Jerh IGY P ¢ fod gran-fuar eR ¥ g8
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SRR TITe [ TATaTeat # 3791 JHeM < -

Y T TG ghedT A Uiear ST T HIGRATRR |
foreiTes TR SiiwR stemEmt IR SHRE | 1(8)

A ARF qRERd | TRl AW U 6 GHhE Gl
TR A AR & forg Feeq €| Rl IR g9
AR Aied | ot E-famet Uw SAEem # €9 o g E |
AT PR T STE AT IRIReR0T 3R AT el & ol
I HEEH T ST Yool R &l & I f5a | 3
T FAT T AR] FA T YA W @ © | F8i I8 ST
T BN T BUR WA 9 amed 9ifed § ot 3o
WA U9 APRI o 7T AT U a8 JFadT &1 Alel
A arelt [ & §9 § & =61 3w St GEhd
e | Iufed 2 |

AYHF TEFa-Aed T e &l & e 9
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TI0 Mo e il IR oTdd O qoT AT ®,
¥ Te U9TE T AIEROT R S € | ¥6E ST
UE YTEAT WA AT o STIEY €I Bl © | RIS &
AT TN aafl T & FaAREl o Fudrgad O
FA H TEN TR § SrEeR! wHieeRdt, Aiegd U Alerd
T FA H URated S € | el W e W oar
THitRal &1 Tk GUE-UHEEHE 96 i@ g ¢ |
FARA & ACHl H FAIYY D] W ALHA ©, ID
Fffces ga=atdern, tafol, mior st o< & o
TRINT T &-

T A F AT F I F I |

qEa I3 o YATTHARA | |

T o9 I 9T 9 e 9 |

qla= qF = [qEganngand | 1(9)
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. e g uvEyel @-Hwi T ga & "
fsed &1 3% Aguel Ted B W W@ g el
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Teeh | T 19U R AT IAISE gieT: | T
el ATRISRT T JUH # |

10 S @ 1955 30 ® @@ wd # far g
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VAT AHIH THioh! 301 Tikiz T © | S, Faerd &
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RO AT T, A=k UG FARY ¢ | Ui 3ok wred o
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. FaerdT = YU |

A THTIT 9d: THTOT i 99 FR FR |

TRIISTRETEEST SR qHuSAHS 8w | 1(11)

16 SHad I 1958 3O H ISl H ST S
FEFIIEY TR TT%ed & TE@ET fhar T &1 T

SHUER SRS ATHAT Y. TRl S 1 ST 15 e
T 1960 30 H 3T AT | TAAFRH HH UG ACh qUT




48 :: q&pd Aiied § ATt 1 ANTEH : ST MY

T | Sf. W aETE F S 6 SFRA G 1960 20 H
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T 1961 S0 ¥ T 1970 O Tk o AigaAT ATCHER
W TSR T al 15 3R 1964 20 &l J0W0 o S
ot # =1 g2 =1 9 fgear 1 AW SeR o |y o
ST | ““hHR heH’ (Uhishl 9UE) SRl UTEE &
& | TR HTHT ST TR, O U7 HLR & | 379 ATeehi
% HAEE] oh 999 qAT 3¢ ATeehd ORI & AR Tl
H . 9 fRadt e € - ‘X FEd | 7 A 17 (12)

UF I FARS S AT ;A TH 15 TS T
1966 & WER H AT | el UG ARl WA
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T - HIAT: 37 Fd FUAHEI?
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AT 1 TP G W S S % Aed AAd Ted
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Contribution of Women in Different
Social Institutions in Vedic and
Contemporary Time: A Sociological
Analysis
Mrs. Dhruva Rushabh Trivedi

Introduction:-

The status of women keeps on changing with
changing time. Whether it is Pre-Vedic era, Vedic time,
Post-Vedic time, or whether it is nomadic society, hunting
and gathering society, agrarian society, industrial society or
modern contemporary society, her role and responsibilities,
and the status she holds in the family in particular and in
the society in general differ. In some eras she was
worshiped as a goddess. As per Hinduism, Lord Shiva
required the help of Shakti to create the universe. Even
when male gods are in trouble, they seek the help of Shakti.
She is worshiped in many forms, like Parvati, Lakshmi,
Saraswati, Mahakali, Chandi, Chamundi, Annapurna, and
so on. For any era or epoch of society, it is essential to have
good social structure. Social structure is made up of
different roles, status, and mainly social institutions. Social
institutions are basically, a cluster of roles and statues,
designed to meet certain social needs. Marriage, family,
economy, education, politics etc are examples of social
institutions. For example, the social institution of education
is made up of different roles, like, students, teachers,
principal or deans, vice chancellor, chancellor, non-
teaching staff like clerks, peons, sweepers, canteen staff,
and so on. They all work together to achieve a single social
need, which is a need of degree. Students take admissions
and act according to the norms of the school/college/
university to get degree. Whereas all the other roles are also
work to provide the degree to students.

Interestingly, in the Vedic era all the goddesses
mentioned above were associated and considered to rule
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different social institutions of society. Parvati is considered
to be the goddess associated with the social institution of
family. Lakshmi ji is associated with the social institution
of economy. Saraswati is associated with the social
institution of education. Annapurna is associated with the
food. It shows that how Hinduism has placed the women in
social order and the amount of responsibility and dignity
given to them. But the status of women changed after the
Muslim invasion.

Role of women in Vedic Era:-

Our ancient Hindu scriptures, religious texts, hymns,
and Purans highlights the social customs prevalent in vedic
era. Women were given the supreme position in various
social institutions. Like, in the social institution of
education, she was holding the position of teacher. We
have several examples of Ghosha, Lopamudra, Paulomi,
Yami, Vishwavara, Apala and so on. Sometimes they also
played the role of judges in the debate or discussion
between two scholars. In the social institution of marriage,
she was given freedom to select groom. Swayamvar was
organized for her to choose a partner. Though, in
swayamvar also she choose her husband but all the
participants in the swayamvar come from the similar caste
group. In the social institution of marriage she was
considered as ardhangini, literally means half part of
husbands body. Though it does not limit to body, but also
includes spiritually, mentally, and emotionally. After
marriage and even after giving birth, the husband and sons
are recognized on their wife and their mothers name. For
example, “Ganga putra Bhishm”, “Devki Nandan Krishna”,
“Kunti-putra”. Gods also places their wives name prior to
their own name, like Lakshmi-Narayan, Uma Pati, and so
on. In the same institution of marriage, women had right to
divorce her husband under certain conditions. Unlike in
post vedic and Mughal era where she was forced to commit
Sati, the custom of Sati was not found in Vedic and re-
Vedic era. She was also free from Purdah System. After the
death of her husband she used to live a normal life. In the
social institution of politics also she occupied either higher
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or equal position to men. She used to attend the Raj-Sabha
and freely give her views on the political issues. It is
mentioned in the Atharv veda that she was also sent as a
messenger. They were also given military training. We
have the example of Vispala and Mudgalani who fought in
the battleground. In the social institution of economy also
her contribution was immense. She used to work outside.
She worked as teachers, weaving, clothing spinning,
pottery, and other family businesses. In Vedic era, even
prostitutes were also considered as a citizens of the state
and they paid taxes.

Apart from the contribution in different social
institutions and her status and position in the social
structure, women were free to take their own decisions.
Vedas and scriptures have many examples of such women.
It can be seen in Ramayan and Mahabharata that their some
of the female characters have changed the history of
Bharat. Kaikeyi influenced king Dashrath’s decision of the
coronation of Lord Rama. Maa Sita decided to join her
husband for the exile period, it was her own decision. Even
in Mahabharat, it was Gandhari’s decision to blindfold her
own eyes because her husband was blind. She was called
true “Sah-dharmacharini” by many scholars. She also
received positive sanction for her this particular deed.
Gender inequality was unknown in that era.

Role of women in Contemporary Time:-

In contemporary time the status and position of
women has changed drastically. It is noticeable that
position and status of women is different from country to
country and within country it is different from region to
region, community to community and caste to caste. If
different social institutions are analyzed, it can be found
that the position and status of women are totally different.
For example, the social institution of education is
completely, and if not completely then mainly lead by
women. Society accepts and prefers women as a teachers
for their children. If the health sector is analyzed carefully,
it can be noticed that mainly the role of nurse is performed
by females. These two professions are led by women in
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contemporary time. Whereas in the social institution of
politics 33 percent is reserved for women and still their
seats are vacant. In the social institution of family and
economy their contribution in general cannot be seen, but
mainly both social institutions are run by them individually.
Today women are working outside the house but in many
cases they are not allowed to send the money they earn as
per their own wish. In the families where women work
outside the house different household chores are expected
from women only. If both partners are working, it is the
duty of only female to cook food. The functioning of the
social institution of marriage has also changed. Women’s
wish and will again, varies from household to household.
Not swayamvar, but she is allowed select her partner.
Though today also, in some families love marriages are not
allowed. In some of the regions many cases of owner
killings occur frequently. The institution of marriage has
undergone drastic changes. After the Muslim invasion in
eighth and eleventh century the status of women changed.
They had to accept the Purdah system. Sutee pratha was
also introduced at that time. She denied rights in parents
property.

In contemporary time women face many social issues
which were not found in Vedic period. Issues like, gender
inequality, violence (physical, mental, emotional, legal etc),
unequal pay scale, and unequal distribution of resources
like power, prestige and even household chores are
commonly faced by women. In many household their
opinion is not considered important or even not taken in
major issues of household.

Analysis and Conclusion:-

Though society has accepted and prefers women as
teachers for their children, it does not mean that the society
has shown equalitarian approach towards them. Rather, the
main reason for female teachers are their pay scale,
especially in kindergarten and in schools are very less, and
in our society it is okay for women have low pay scales.
The other reason for female teachers is that women carry
motherly attitude and warmth, so children feel safer and
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easy in school environment. In the social institution
politics, though many of the seats are vacant, but she takes
all the major decisions in her own family. Today also her
thoughts and ideology affect the decisions of the male
members of the family. A sociological study was conducted
on who takes the major decision in the family, and
surprisingly, the conclusion received showed that it was
female of the household. In the social institution of
economy, they are not given equal chance of promotion.
Whether it is a bollywood, or any other occupation, their
pay scale is lower than males.

Apart from that, a woman is always questionable
irrespective of different eras of history. For example, when
Gandhari willingly blindfolded her eyes because of her
husband, she was praised by many and called true Sah-
Dharmacharini. But at the same time she was also
questioned by many saying that she deliberately
blindfolded her eyes so that she could avoid commenting
on the bad deeds of her sons. Or she may refrain from
giving true advice to her sons. Today also, whatever she
does she is always under so much pressure and
questionable.

If we compare the position and status of women in
Vedic era and contemporary time, it can be noticed that
women enjoyed more rights and prestige in Vedic time as
compare to contemporary time. Though there are certain
things that have not changed. For example, when it comes
to keeping fasts, and vrats, it is mainly and always women
who follow all these religious obligations. When it comes
to cooking and household chores, those are expected from
women. Males would happily cook but only professionally.
Surprisingly, the occupation of chefs is dominated by the
male members of the society.
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Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar is a legendary scholar of
Sanskrit and Indian Philosophy, endowed with modesty,
knowledge and character. Her efforts in the field of
Sanskrit and Indian Philosophy are continuing over the last
five decades. It is also a matter of significant that she has
studied all the interpretation methods of Vedas minutely
and without any prejustice. She has made a serious study of
all the systems depicted in Veda. From this point of view,
her contribution to Vedic study is especially noteworthy.
The conviction and confidence with which Prof. Kumar has
presented her views on serious subjects linked with Vedic
Philosophy in a language full of grace and sweetness is a
matter of inspiration for all learners. This paper is an effort
to present her Vedic Vision on the basis of her views.

'Veda' is the divine speech. In the beginning of
creation, the Supreme Being, the abode of compassion,
gave this knowledge to human beings in the form of the
four Vedas; it appeared as if they were the breath of that

great Lord.! The word Veda, derived from the root fag I

with the suffix =s]. The {9 root has four more senses to

describe it, but this one signifies the mass of knowledge
which is 'all-knowing' and the root of all knowledge.

1 (Shatapatha Brahman, 14/5/4/10) 3/ Agal Ja&d H:4R€@q
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Everything past, present and future is accomplished by the
Vedas.! Vedas are an inexhaustible treasure trove of world
knowledge because it contains all the knowledge useful for
human life. The sacredness of the Vedas lies in the fact that
for times immemorial this river of knowledge has been
flowing to countless people in new and grand forms and
even today its universal value is intact.

Persona of Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar -

Prof. Shashi Prabha Kumar was born in a family
following the Vedic tradition and the imprint of exclusive
faith in the Vedas. She got implanted Vedic views in her
mind right from her childhood by her father late Shri
Hansraj Sachdeva ji and mother late Smt. Krishna Rani
Sachdeva ji. After getting a small opportunity to study in
Kanya Gurukul Sasni, (Aligarh), indelible values of Vedic
Hymns and Devavani Sanskrit were imprinted in the mind
of that child and from there a strong inspiration for self-
study of Vedas developed in her mind too. However, with
time, from the point of view of research, her specific area
of study became Vaisheshika Darshana, which is also an
'appendage' of the vast Vedic literature. Hence, she gave a
Vedic vision in the field of advanced Vedic studies. She
has a keen interest in this field too. Whenever She got the
opportunity, she participated in Vedic seminars and
continued efforts to collect some priceless gems from the
Vedas as much as possible.

Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar is currently the
Chairperson of Indian Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla;
a Distinguished Fellow of Vivekananda International
Foundation (VIF). Earlier she was the Founding Vice-
Chancellor at Sanchi University of Buddhist & Indic
Studies, Madhya Pradesh. She had also laid the foundation
of Sanskrit Centre in JNU & spent many years as Founding

1 (Manusmriti) 9 9 9iorsds T4 aad HeeAm 12/97
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Chairperson of Special Centre for Sanskrit Studies, JNU,
New Delhi and taught as a Reader in Classical Indian
Philosophy at the University of Delhi before joining
JNU in 2001.She was also the Vice Chairperson of
Delhi Sanskrit Academy. She has a total teaching
experience of more than fifty-two years.

Her current research interests include the philosophy
of Vedas and Upanishads, VaiSesika, Mimamsa and
Vedanta besides Buddhism and Jainism.

She has recieved several awards including the
prestigious President’s Certificate of Honour in Sanskrit,
(2014); Shankar Puraskar from K.K. Birla Foundation,
New Delhi, (1999); Ramakrishna Sanskrit Award from
Canadian World Education Foundation, Canada, (2003);
Mahakavi Kalidasa  Sanskrit Sadhana  Puraskara,
Maharashtra Government, Mumbai, (2015) and Honorary
D.Litt. conferred by Uttarakhand Sanskrit University,
Haridwar, (2016).

Authorship of Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar

Prof. Kumar has thirty-seven books, more than one
hundred and fifty research papers/review articles to her
credit. She has authored Vaisesika Darsana mein
Padartha Nirupana' from Delhi University which is
widely acclaimed and highly appreciated. Her other
works are-Self, Society and Value: Reflections on
Indian Philosophical Thought, (Vidyanidhi, 2005);
Facets of Indian Philosophical Thought (1999);
Bharatiyam Darsanam (1999); Vaisesika Parisilana
(1999); Vedic Anusilana (1998); and Vedic Vimarsa

1 Vaisesika Darsana mein Padartha Nirupana, Il edition,
D.K. Printworld Pvt. Ltd. NewDelhi with a message by
the honourable Prime Minister of India Sri Narendra
Modi.
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(1996). She has edited Garima (2001); Kala- Tattva-
Chintana (1997); Bharatiya Sanskrit- Vividh Ayama
(1996); Relevance of Indian Philosophy in Modern
Context (1993); and co-edited Quest for Excellence
(2000). Prof. Kumar has also
translated Nyayamanjari 1st chapter in Hindi (2001)
and Sanskrit Maxims from Nyaya-Vaisesika texts in
Hindi and English (Delhi Sanskrit Academy, Delhi,
2001). She has published more than seventy papers in
journals and has edited several books. She has
contributed chapters to the volumes of Centre for
Studies in  Civilization, Indian Council for
Philosophical Research, New Delhi and Indian
Institute of Advanced Study, Shimla. She has also got
the honour to publishing her two books from abroad
named ‘Categories, Creation and Cognition in
Vaisesika’ from Springer and ‘Classical Vaisesika in
Indian Philosophy’ on knowing and what is to be known
from Routledge Hindu Studies series.

Her recently published book is ‘Vedic Prayers for
Global Peace and Universal Well-being’ which intends to
highlight universal Vedic vision and provide an overview
of ennobling ideas enshrined in the four Vedas. It contains
selected Vedic mantras in Sanskrit, with Hindi and English
translation, which solicit peace and welfare of all human
beings.

Vedic Vision of Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar as depicted
in her writings

As already mentioned, that Veda is the root of all
Knowledge.! Now we will try to have a bird's eye view of
her Vedic Vision as follows —

Vedic Vision of Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar regarding

| gEFEE & @ (WEh )
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social thought

Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar’s views on Vedic Life and
society are reflected in her papers on Vedic Society, their
Education System, their lives, their standard of living, their
marriage system, their ethical values etc.

Vedic Education System and Society -

Prof. Kumar’s book ‘Vedic Anusheelan’ presents the
lofty ideals and sublime values of the Vedic education
system. She has presented three main aspects of the Vedic
society as mentioned below-

(a) Sanskar as in which family or parents had a major
contribution.

(b) Gurukul as in which Acharya or the teacher played
an important role.

(c¢) Yajna in which society or environment had special
importance.'

The Vedic society is rooted in the above three. These
make every entity to make whole society sustainable
developed for all. It emphasizes for civilized, cultured,
charitable & welfare for all.

She also highlights the three main components of the
Vedic life and lays emphasis on moral values, which are
relevant even today. They are —

I. Brahmacharya (Celibacy)
II. Tapa (Penance)

III. Sarvajanakalyana or Manviyata ki Bhavna (The
spirit of universal welfare or humanity).

Quoting directly a lot of Vedic mantras and describing

1 3R rEiier, Im9T 9K, 7. 18
2 Tbid, p.24-31
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about the 'Ideals of education as seen by the Vedic sages'
she says, ‘The basic nature of man is spiritual. Therefore,
the most important goal of education is the achievement of
'self-knowledge', mere bookish education is of no use, and
the meaning of self-knowledge is to develop one's entire
inherent powers. In fact, according to the Vedic sages, the
aim of education is the all-round development of
personality. Hence emphasis has been laid on character-
building or purity of conduct and importance has also been
given to the closeness and harmony between the teacher
and the disciple.”’

‘Thus, it is clear that the Vedic education system was
not only theoretical but also practical and its objective was
not to teach mere earning of money, but to teach the
coordinated use of all three - Dharma, Artha and Kama, so
that a person can become entitled to salvation and fulfill his
aspirations. Modern education system emphasizes only on
mental or intellectual development of man but it does not
lead to all round development of human personality.’*

We all know very well that even though the number of
educated people is increasing today, our moral, cultural and
spiritual situation is declining. Modern development and
the spread of current education have led to the conflicts in
the society. To a certain extent, material progress advances
life but it cannot ensure the possibility of progress for
humanity.® This has been the Vedic goal of life.

In fact, today humanity is living in fragments, there is
no ideal of the unbroken truth or a holistic personality. True

1 Ibid, p. 10

2 Ibid, p.30

3 David E. Williom, A Philosopher's Look at the Future,
Journal of Thought, Vol. 13, No.2, April, 1978 pp. 111-116
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education means 'revealing the inherent perfection in man'',

hence through education, the demonic tendencies hidden
within man are destroyed and he is made aware of human
ideals so that he can be oriented towards divinity. Only
then a sustainable society can be developed. This is the
message of Vedic philosophy depicted in society, life and
education system which Prof. Kumar has demonstrated in
her article.

Vedic Marriage System, Family and Vedic woman —

Vedic view of Marriage has been the foundation of
family and society where husband and wife strive for their
family in Grihastha Ashrama. The central point of the
family is the mutual co-operation between male and
female. According to Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar we see a
picture of a woman in the Vedas who is an embodiment of
self-sacrifice and has been given this power by penance.

The woman has been described in the Rigveda in the
sense of doing heroic deeds, giving charity and leading
activities. Several terms are used to characterize her such as
'Mahila', 'Nari', ‘Stri', ‘Amba’, 'Mata', ‘Janani’, 'Jaya',
"Putri', 'Kanya', ‘Duhita’, 'Bhagini', 'Swasa', 'Patni', "Vadhu',
'Bharya', "Yosha', 'Ida', 'Kamya', 'Chandra’, 'Aditi', 'Grihini',
‘Mena (Manya)’, ‘Lakshmi’, ‘Gna (Gamya)’ ‘Pramada’,
‘Sundari’, etc. Yaskacharya explains the women by the
name 'Mena' because they deserve respect from men.

The analysis of the position of Vedic women
according Prof. Kumar is vague in these words. The
Rigveda is the oldest source of Vedic literature and it
presents the numerous aspects of the Woman. This proves
that in the Rig Vedic period the place of women was so
prestigious that it is rare to find in any other book of the

1 Education is the manifestation of perfection already in man.

Swami Vivekananda
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world.

According to Rigveda husband and wife are both the
masters or 'owners' (dam + pati) of the household', in fact
the wife is Dam= home'. It becomes a home as a bride
enters after marriage; before that it is just a house.” She is
the queen of her husband's house.’ She is the ‘creator of
truth',* the ¢ glorious,5 the ‘ketu’ and ‘head of society'.6 She
is the @7 who can defeat the enemies. Rig Vedic
female goddess is wise and bright. She is described in
many forms like daughter, wife, mother, teacher, preacher
etc. In the Rig Veda period, women were considered
completely equal to men.®

Vedic Vision of Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar regarding
Economic Thought

Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar is very clear about the
economic development of Vedic people. She says that India
is a country where Agriculture has been a main source of
earning since ancient times. Agriculture and animal
husbandry have been the main areas of the Sindhu Valley
civilization. It is also found that the people of Vedic period
also have a lot of business in agriculture and Animal
husbandry. Both are a part of the Vedic Civilization People
plough the fields, sowing, irrigation, harvesting etc. were
completed in a different way. They also use manure of
animals for the fertility of the land. Thus, gradually the

1 SRTAg 3/5/4, STHEEH |

2 WEIWRA AT, 95, T € eiHrg: ol Teq=d |
3 7R, 10/85/46, 4/16/10

4 3, 1/86/10

5 FWIE, 1/79/1

6 SRI9E, I HE el 10/159/2

7 e, 10/86/9

8 3feeh Srefier, WRMW FAR, 9. 118
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development of agriculture in India has increased. It has
been presented under the Vedic Literature. In Rigveda a

hymn says — ST FNR F9E' i.e. do agriculture not
to do gambling.

Veda depicts two types of Agriculture —
1. FET=AT
2. AFTTAT

Both are related to the type of agriculture in which
first one is related to gain the crops through agriculture and
second one is to gain crops without agriculture.’

At one place she supports the meaning of Maharshi
Dayananda of ‘Ashwinau’ as Agriculture and Animal
husbandry.” Prof. Kumar says also that other types of
economic development of Vedic people also can be but
these two are the main.

Vedic Vision of Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar regarding
Political Thought

Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar has also talked about
India’s polity on the basis of Veda. These views are
specifically based on the readings of Maharshi Aurobindo.
Indian Culture has shades of different lifestyles and
languages but there is a kind of unity in diversity which can
be a thread between us that is Indianness. Polity or
governance is also a type of our culture. There was a type
of direct Democracy in Vedic Period although nowadays it
is representative democracy. She says that the main concept
of polity is on the basis of Dharma. Dharma is so wide as it

L 379, 10/34/13
2 Taitiriya Samhita 4/7/5/1,2, Maitrayani Samhita 2/11/5, Kathak
Sambhita 18/10

3 3R geiier, IR F9R, 9. 87
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is the overriding concept of Vedic People. She says that
King or Monarch was the head of government, but he was
held to be the representative of divine path and guardian of
Dharma. She says that the King was held to be a custodian
of law and the father figure for people. According to her the
Vedic terms for Government and the people was 'Raja’ and
‘Praja’. It signifies a type of relation between Father and
Son, same was in Vedic period for 'Raja’ and ‘Praja’. She
quotes Rigveda to illustrate the same -

‘@t o g TS ' i.e. May the people choose you
for ruling.

forerean qat A== | W1 |8 TP AEYRd |2 ie. foRT:
= UST people

The ruler must not only be elected by the people but
also acceptable to the people.

TIsTY fois: | foen: = U, ST = i
i.e. Your strength lies in your people.

NI = TEH 38 WAY SH: | May I become a very

good king so I protect the “Yoga Kshem’ i.e. the welfare of
my people.

It shows that in Vedic Vision of the King was of a
Constitutional Monarch with limited personal power and
more of a general supervision and control over the good
order and welfare of the community. The sovereign powers
of the King were under a direct control of Dharma or
Spiritual authority of a Rishi like counsellor who was says
revered and consulted by the King.

In Vedic Vision of Prof. Kumar, the Ruler or King

1 Atharvaveda,3/4/2
? Rigveda, 10/173/1
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was a brave warrior but there was an Amatya or a minister
who was a sage like Vashishtha in Ramayana or Vidur in
Mahabharata.

She quotes here Maharshi Aurobindo who had said —
‘A greater sovereign than the king was the Dharma the
religious, ethical, social, political, juridic customary law. '

She also quotes Maharshi Dayananda and his
interpretation of ‘Ashwinau’ as King and his Subjects.”

Vedic Vision of Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar regarding
Philosophical Thought

Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar’s views on Devta —

Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar has adopted the method of
interpreting of the Vedic Devtas from Nirukta. Her beliefs
related to God and mantras seems to be based on
Dayananda's Vedartha-process based on the Nirukta.
Yasaka has clarified the meaning of the word 'Devta' in the
beginning of Daivatkanda and has written that the wish
with which a sage praise through a mantra should be
considered as the devta of that mantra.’> On the same basis,
she says that in all the mantras which have nouns of every
meaning, The Lord Supreme is the Devta of those mantras.
From the point of view of a Devta, the same mantra can
have different meanings. The wish of the sage or the person
looking at the meaning of the mantra may be to praise God,
it may be of the king, it may be of the people, it may be of
the Guru, he should be considered as the Devta of that
triple division mantra.* She mentions the threefold division
of Vedic verses according to Yaska and makes it clear that

! http://youtube.com/@yvifindia?si=D54jkJTwDdxvrdrt Based on Prof.
Kumar’s You Tube Lecture on Democracy organized by Vivekananda
international Foundation.

? Ibid, p. 87

? Nirukta, 7/1

4 iR Eie, R F9R, 9. 58
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all the mantras have threefold meanings — indirect, direct
and spiritual. She also accepts three places for Devta like
Agni and Brihaspati in the region of earth, Indra and Marut
etc are from outer space while Sun and Savita as in the
celestial region. That desire which the sage uses to praise
the deity in order to obtain wealth.

Accordingly, Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar where ever
relevant each mantra will have two meanings, but due to
God's omnipresence in this world, the divine meaning will
be relevant to all the mantras. There is no renunciation of
Supreme God in the meaning of even a single mantra. This
is the structure of the Devtas acceptable to her divine.

Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar’s views on Yajna

Prof. Kumar Says that Yajurveda is the sacrificial
foundation of Yajna. The word yajna is derived from the
root yaj and the mantras with which Yajna or ‘Devapooja’
is performed are called yajush - 'Yajubhiryajanti'. That is
why rituals are important in Yajurveda. It is worth
mentioning that after marriage, there is no such family or
religious act in which the Yajna is not done. It takes a pious
& religious place in a family even today in a different form.
It is a saying in Shatapath Brahman that ‘Yajyo vai
vishnuh’." It means that yajna covers the world. It has three
meanings in itself — Dana, Devpuja & Sangatikarana. Prof.
Kumar also explains the idea of Panchamahayajna.2 They
are as follows -

1. Brahmayajna - means performing devpuja, self-
study and recitation of the mantras with meanings.

2.Deva yajna - Agnihotra is accomplished by karma.
This is the Yajna to all Devtas who give us anything.

! Shatpatha Brahmana
2 Manusmriti, 3/70
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3.Nriyajna —signifies satisfying mother, father,
ancestors, acharyas & other respectable persons.

4. Atithiyajna —Worshiping and serving the scholars
coming with love and compassion and welcome them with
food, water, clothes etc.

5.Balivaishvadeva yajna — offering of food and water
to all living beings.

It means that worship towards all the forms of nature
is described the components as Devta. Prof. Kumar
suggests and explains the worship of real nature such as
Earth, Space, Agni, Vayu etc.

Vedic Vision of Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar regarding
Vedartha Prakriva

Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar’s views on Vedartha
Prakriya are based on the tradition. She says that Veda
represents its meaning in its own words. Vaidik literature
reflects its knowledge in its own verses. There are many
word-meanings can be shown to one Mantra based on
grammar, Nirukta & other Vedangas. There are many
commentators of Veda too but she mostly follows the
meanings given by Maharshi Dayananda. In her book
‘Vaidik Anusheelan’ she explains many meanings of the
term ‘Ashwinau’' according to Maharshi Dayananda and
propagates the variety and beauty of Vedic hymns.

We can also see Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar saying
about commentator Dayananda that only spiritual or
practical meanings of Vedartha have been mainly used in
Veda.”. While describing the Yajnas like SomaYajna &
Srautramani Yajna etc., traditional scholars present a
different image of Ashwinau as a Devta. Western (and

1 3R IEie, IRW9 F9KR, 9. 73-96
2 ek SEie, TRMET F9R, 9. 94
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ancient) scholars sometimes give a natural meaning, but
these devtas can also be human beings, this is the
brainchild of Rishi Dayanand. Vedartha is completely
original and unique for public welfare suggested by Prof.
Kumar. In fact, she considers the Vedas to be the book of
true knowledge for the whole humanity.

In the view of Maharshi Dayananda as expounded by
Prof. Kumar, Vedas are the divine encyclopaedia of all the
knowledge and sciences useful for human life. That is why,
by giving humanistic, practical (and divine, transcendental)
meanings to all the Vedic devtas like Agni, Indra, Marut,
Ashwinau etc has not only proved the Vedas to be the basic
source of social and universally beneficial knowledge, but
also provided a broad and strong foundation to the study of
the Vedas.'

Therefore, Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar adopts a unique
method by giving a completely social and scientific form to
the underlying process of Vedartha. Prof. Kumar says that
meaning of the mantra can be understood only by
understanding the essence of the sage, the devta, the metre
and by knowing the nature of the Vedic language in order
to explain for those who do not know all this.

Vedic Vision of Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar regarding
other aspects

Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar regarding environmental
Issues -

Prof. Kumar’s 'Description of Nature in the
Avarvavedic Bhumi Sukta',? is an attempt to formulate the
broad poetic vision of the seer and depict their direct
relationship with nature. The hymn considers 'earth' not
only as a symbol of land, but as a symbol of the entire

1 Ibid, p.94
2 Ibid, p.97-117
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natural world, water, air, fire, sky, time, directions, seasons,
mountains, forests, trees, food, animals, birds, reptiles,
gems. Earth has been glorified in various forms such as
gems, minerals, fragrances, juices, Gandharvas, nymphs,
demons and human beings. Therefore, this Sukta also
contains important formulas for nourishment of nature or
environmental protection. It is particularly noteworthy that
the ideal of intimacy between human and nature,
considering the earth as the mother symbolises an
emotional bonding in this Sukta, gives an eternal message
of establishing proper balance between today's emotionless
mechanical human being and the polluted environment.'

She says that rapid industrialization and a feeling of
indifference towards the future society have greatly helped
in increasing the depletion of natural resources and
environmental pollution in the world.”

Environment and moral values in Vedic education
system -

Nature teaches humans to practice the divine virtues
and sustain humanity. That is why the emphasis is not just
on developing only the body, mind or intellect, but on
overall balance and 'self-knowledge' i.e. to identify one's
inner self, truth, purity of behavior, human values and
morality, natural consciousness and sublime elements like
sensitivity towards the environment and other beings etc.

Therefore, in view of the above, it can be said that to
give a constructive turn to today's utilitarian education from
the point of view of overall development of life, it is
necessary that education should include values of life
values, education of human relations, education pertaining
to environment and nuture, education of emotional balance

1 Ibid, 117
2 ek SEier, W $9R, 9.117
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e.t.c. Incorporating awareness towards the environment and
moral values in education will help in balancing the inner
nature and outer nature and the process of creating true, all-
round development. Human beings inspired by these
spiritual ideals can strengthen the society, which is the
centre point of the Vedic education system. Only when
there is a combination of initiation with education, it will
be meaningful, only then people will be able to recognize
their inner power and this teachings of Vedas will be able
to inspire them.'

Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar’s views on Vedic Philosophy

Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar is basically a scholar of
Indian Philosophy. She has made her mark as a pioneer in
the field of Vaisheshika Philosophy which is very nearer to
modern science and also an expansion of Vedic
Philosophy. Her Ph. D work is based on it. She has written
a book named ‘Vaisheshika Darshan mein Padarth
Niroopana’. Here she has discussed seven padarthas in a
great detail and very minutely. Every researcher who wants
to research in the field of Vaisheshika Philosophy, must
read this book, because without reading this book his or her
research will be incomplete. She has also purusued many
commentaries of Vaisheshika Sutras. Infact she has given a
new dimension to Vaisheshika Philosophy.

She also describes the most questionable point of
Vaidik Darshan in her book ‘Vaidik Anusheelan’? and that
1s a brief assessment of death in the Vedic Samhitas and
demogstration of man’s eternal transcendence towards
death.

At last, it can be said that Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar

1 Ibid, p.30
2 Ibid, p.147-158
3 Ibid, p. 12
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is an epitome of Vedic womanhood. In my view, she is
like © A Rishika’ "A Mother’, 'One woman Army’, A
culture conductor, A Veerini’ and much more which I
can’t express in my limited words.
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Abstract

The topics of women, femininity, their position, and
role are of enduring interest and importance in the context
of Indian culture and society. The sanskrit literary texts
abound with examples where the female gender in its role
as a ‘mother’ has been revered. However, her role as a
‘woman’ raises the question of agency. The treatment of
the female gender and femininity has been mostly a case of
paradoxes. In Jainism, there exists a debate on the spiritual
potential of women. This has led to the biggest schism in
the religion with the formation of the two major sects —
namely, the Digambaras and the Svetambaras. The former
do not believe that women are capable of spiritual salvation
whereas the latter refute this stance. However, a
predominance of women as nuns and laywomen through
sheer numbers, puts them on a slightly even keel in
comparison to the men. They are a part of the community
which drives the religion forward. It is fascinating to see
how they have been portrayed in the Jaina sanskrit literary
works and the Adipurana, makes for an engrossing
depiction. We find several examples of the women in the
role of a mother, as a spiritual companion, and as someone
who follows her own path.

Introduction

The topics of women, femininity, their position, and
role are of enduring interest and importance in the context



T&hd Hifed H Afgaratl ol ARTEH @ AT AT 22 175

of Indian culture and society. The sanskrit literary texts
abound with instances of women being revered as the
‘Divine Mother’ or the embodiment of the female principle
in terms of regeneration and reproduction. Nevertheless,
one of the questions that arises is that of agency when we
talk of their position and role as a woman beyond
motherhood; with her own ideas and opinions. The
treatment of the female gender, therefore, we find has been
mostly a case of paradoxes.

As we study the ancient and medieval literature of the
sub-continent however; we do see some portrayals of
strong women which have endured through the centuries.

Significance in Jainism

A study of the Jaina texts will reveal that
philosophically the Jainas do not agree to any discretion
based on gender, caste, creed, status. Nonetheless, there
exists a debate on the spiritual potential of women. This is
one of the major causes of the schism in the religion which
has led to the formation of the major sects — namely, the
Digambaras and the Svetambaras. The former do not hold
with the view that women are capable of spiritual salvation
whereas the latter refute this stance. This belief has
percolated down into the literary texts of the Jainas and is
reflected in the portrayal of the women. However, there is a
difference between the writings, preachings and the ‘lived
religion.” While the theoretical and philosophical debate
may swing between acceptance to the theory of women
being capable of achieving the highest goal or not;
depending on which side of the debate one is on, in the
mundane life it is possible that the popular social tradition
intrudes and takes over to an extent.

Leaving aside the debate on spiritual achievement by
women within the sphere of the Jaina religion, the women
have a specific role to play. Jainism as its foundation has
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the four-fold congregation which holds a unique
significance. Every Tirthankara, on achieving Omniscience
is required to form this congregation. This fourfold
congregation is made up of monks, nuns, male laity, and
female laity. As a rule, all four are of equal substance. In
fact, in the details pertaining to the Tirthankaras, it has
been recorded that the nuns and female laity outnumber the
monks and the male laymen. It is therefore noteworthy, that
the women play a significant role in driving the religion
ahead. This predominance of the women in the religion has
led to the formation of some unsaid rules of virtue and
behavior leading to the concept of Sati in Jainism as well.
However, there is a major point of distinction - the sati in
Hinduism must show superior virtue and fidelity in
connection with her husband whereas, in Jainism the
women’s inclusion in this category is for acts of veneration
and pursuing of the Jaina principles against all odds. A few
of the satis like Candanabala, Sulasa, and Rajimati, are
enduring symbols of chastity and virtue towards the
religion and their stories are often quoted in the literary
texts.

The story of Sulasa is especially inspiring from a
woman’s point of view. Her strength of character and
forbearance are truly impelling. Sulasa was married to
Naga. However, the two were not blessed with any
children, and this was a cause of great anxiety for her
husband Naga. He was worried that he would die childless
and especially sonless. He believed that this would lead
him to hell after death. When he talked about his concerns
to Sulasa, she did not lose her equanimity and advised him
about the tenets of Jaina dharma. Through the
understanding of these tenets, it was her firm belief that it
was only through one’s pious and exemplary deeds and
actions that one could prevent a rebirth in the hellish
regions. The idea that the performance of the funeral rites
by a son would help one in getting heaven; according to



Td Hifed H Aigaratl ol AREM : g MM 22 177

her; was erroneous. However, Naga would not be swayed
from his beliefs, and therefore, Sulasa suggested that he
take a second wife. This was not possible as Naga had
taken the vow of only ever having one wife. Sulasa was
also steadfast in her own beliefs and suggested that they
just be good Jaina laymen. However, Sulasa’s dedication
invited the attention of the god Harinagamesi. He decided
to reward her and therefore, came to her house posing as a
Jaina monk. He offered her a boon, and Sulasa asked for a
son for her husband. She was granted her heart’s desire;
however, this came with a catch. Though she conceived
thirty-two sons, she was told that they would all die on the
same day. Nevertheless, for the sake of her husband she
accepted the boon. The sons grew up and were the guards
for the King Srenika. They fought for him and
consequently, died in battle. Naga was inconsolable, but
Sulasa continued to be calm and asked him to walk on the
path of Emancipation. Sulasa committed herself to the
religion even more vigorously and later became the first
laywoman of the congregation formed by Mahavira.

The Sulasa story is an ideal example of the difference
between the religion preached and the lived religion. In a
given circumstance, sometimes the actions of the women
are dictated by her upbringing rather than any coercion. As
the desire for a son only to perform the funeral rites is not a
part of the ideology of the religion, she initially tries to
dissuade her husband by explaining to him the Jaina karma
theory. We see that though she is doing what is expected to
do as per the social tradition of the age, her internal
passions are solely in her control. This story has been
beautifully analysed by M. Whitney Kelting in her book.'
Sulasa shows detachment to the entire proceedings and

oM. Whitney Kelting, Heroic Wives — Rituals, Stories, And the

Virtues of Jain Wifehood, Oxford University Press, New York,
2009, p.36 ff
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unwavering focus on liberation, she is not as enamoured of
wifehood or even motherhood as per the expectations of
society. Even though she is devoted to her husband and
sons her commitment is steadfastly for the religion and her
sights are firmly set on achieving her own liberation.
Nevertheless, the desire to put her husband first as far as
possible is still undeniable as a part of the upbringing and
social mores.

Portravyal in Adipurana

We see these paradoxes in some famous Jaina literary
texts as well. The Adipurana makes for a good case study.
It is an encyclopedic text of the 9h century from the Deccan
region written by a Jaina monk, Jinasena; of the Digambara
sect. He belonged to the court of the Rdastrakiita King
Amoghavarsa and was his spiritual preceptor.

In this text, we can divide the portrayal of women into
three broad points:

1. As a mother figure
2. As a spiritual companion; and as

3. As an individual who works on her own
emancipation

The Adipurana is the story of Adinatha, and it
includes a narration of the stories from his previous births
until the birth as a Tirthankara. An important portent of the
birth of a Tirthankara, is an event connected to the mother-
to-be, seeing the sixteen/fourteen dreams. In the
Digambara ideology, the mother of a Tirthankara sees
sixteen dreams, whereas the Svetambaras believe that it is
fourteen dreams. After waking up, Marudevi in turn
describes them to her husband, the King Nabhiraja. The
king was knowledgeable on the interpretation of dreams
about and could immediately know the meaning of her
dreams. He informs her about how great and a possessor of
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virtues her son would be. Thereafter, Marudevi was always
accompanied by the goddesses of heaven who served and
entertained her in several different ways. She was never left
alone or troubled. She was constantly protected and
pampered. This is a classic instance of the portrayal of the
mother figure. She is revered and respected as the mother
of a great man.

Another reference which occurs; also connected to
motherhood, accords the respect a mother is due by virtue
of the genes she passes on to her child. She is not just the
vessel which carries the child; while the upbringing of the
child is based on traditional norms. She is a part of the
upbringing and is the cause of the child’s good and
favourable qualities. In one of the cantos, there is mention
of the Jaina samskaras, wherein it is acknowledged that the
newborn is blessed because it has all the good and
favorable qualities and characteristics of the mother. This is
a better way of recognizing that the mother is also a
contributor to the child’s good qualities as well as intellect’.

Coming to the second point, the women are very
frequently seen in the capacity of a wife of a religious
thinker and therefore, his spiritual companion. As such, the
woman is then not the initiator of her own destiny but a
secondary character in that of her husband’s life. In one of
the prior births of Adinatha, he is King Vajrajangha and his
wife is Srimati. All throughout their life, Srimati is a
worthy supporter and companion to her husband who is
slated for bigger things. She herself is also on a path of
eventual self-realization. Their karmas are such that they
both die together and because both have the same state of
mind at death, are also born in the same place in their next
birth. However, she is following her husband, and

' Pannalal Jain (Ed. & Tr.), Acarya Jinasena’s Adipurana Part II,

Bharatiya Jnanpith, Delhi, 2017 (2007), p. 304
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therefore, he is the primary character in the narration.

Nonetheless, there are also references to women
treading the path of penances and austerities that will
eventually lead to the achievement of the highest goal. In
the third component, thus; is the description of a woman
who in her individual capacity walks on the path of self-
attainment on her own journey. The soul of Srimati, in one
of the earlier births was born in adverse conditions and was
a generally neglected child of an extremely poor family.
However, she does not let these conditions drag her down
and works to support herself. When she meets a Jaina
ascetic, she asks him the reason of her present condition.
On being recounted her behavior in an earlier birth, she
resolves to perform penances and austerities and to improve
her condition spiritually'. We thus, see a woman who is
determined to improve her lot. She is a young girl who
could have thought marriage would solve her problems as a
husband would take care of her responsibilities. But here, it
is not so. Jaina values do not consider the life of a
householder to be either compulsory or inevitable. It is not
the primary reason for ones being which includes wifehood
and motherhood or even being a husband and a father. The
soul of Srimati, therefore, decides to take matters into her
own hands and she takes the refuge of religion.

There are some more references to independent
women. In her birth as Srimati, she is shown to be an
intelligent woman, capable of making her own decisions.
She is a princess who is well versed in the art of strategy
and also knows how to draw and paint. Srimafi tells her
nanny that only women help women in times of duress.
This is a very striking statement. In the world of men, it
would have been necessary to have other women in one’s

' Pannalal Jain (Ed. & Tr.), Acarya Jinasena’s Adipurana Part I,

Bharatiya Jnanpith, Delhi, 2017 (2007), p. 130
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confidence to be able to do something beyond the
acceptable limits or something which may have been
expressly forbidden. We see here a camaraderie between
the women.

Another significant example of a woman who is
taught to be independent is by Adinatha himself. When
Adinatha wanted to speak about art and the other
knowledges, he spoke to his daughters. It has been
beautifully conveyed by Adinatha to his daughters, that
they were physically beautiful and rich of character and if
they had education then their births would be successful.
This is a powerful departure from the usual advice given to
women that their births are successful if they have a
husband, or if they have children and particularly a son. He
further says that in this world a person with knowledge is
respected even by the learned and a well-educated woman
can succeed in securing the best position — may it be
materially or spiritually. It is further emphasized that
education alone showers glory, welfare on humans and is
the means to fulfil all desires. Education is a true friend and
the only wealth which always accompanies one. After
enumerating the various advantages of education, he insists
to his daughters that this was the time for them to get
educated. The girls are taught alphabets and numbers.
Brahmi learned reading and writing and Sundari learnt
numbers and mathematics. The first learning was about
literature; which consisted of a combination of grammar,
metres, and figures of speech.

To Conclude

Looking at the references discussed we are assured
that from the Jaina viewpoint, at the highest level the
women are principally treated as equals. However, several
portrayals as already mentioned, are paradoxes and some
are even contradictory in showing the women. The roles
that women are assigned range from a sati to a celestial
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damsel, a semi-divine being, a revered mother, royalty,
women of the royal court, and poor women. These
characters are wide ranging and there are some truly
inspiring women shown in these literary masterpieces,
however, their stories are still sparse compared to the male
characters. The sample references quoted above show the
women as potentially capable of thinking on their own, and
while many are able to act on it, others simply fail to do so
either because of their upbringing or the popular social
tradition of the time. Nevertheless, what is heartening is
that the women characters may not be the primary
characters in a narrative, but realistically we know that they
had more of a presence and importance socially and in the
religious sphere which may not reflect in these tales.
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Abstract:

Vedic Literature is the most important and valuable
contribution of the Aryans to Indian Culture. The term
Veda or Vedic Literature refers to the sacred literature of
the Vedic and Brahmanical religion. This Vedic Literature
consists of four different classes of literary works like the
Samhita, the Brahmanic, Aranyakas and the Upanishads.
The earliest literary compositions of Vedas are the most
important and valuable contribution of the Aryans to the
Indian Culture.

In Vedic times, the social status of every individual
depended on the religions, privileges and disabilities seen
in contrast to the modern times, where the social status
generally depends upon education, economic conditions
and political privileges. The religion and social welfare of
women first began to take shape during the Vedic times.

The position of women in Vedic Literature has not
occupied high positions. Women important in social and
religious life were generally exploited by the seekers of
power. Women were adored and regarded as the shakti or
mother goddess in the Vedic period i.e.. 1500-1000BC,
who is considered a symbol of life with enormous ability
for tolerance and sacrifice which led them attain a
respectable place in the society. Women were also
associated with property in the Epics and Puranas.

The goddesses and semi-divine apsaras are seen
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included in the shrines of the Vedas. Only few goddesses
were invoked. 21 hymns are addressed to goddesses Ushas,
one to the goddess Ratri, one to Prithvi, 4 to the goddess
Aapa, one to goddess Vaak and three hymns to the Goddess
Saraswati. Aditi and Saraswati are listed among the major
Goddesses of Rig Veda. Ushas is the major goddess of Rig
Veda. Ushas is the graceful goddess who adorns the Vedic

heavens. ‘98 aHF 7 W F=B1 gledied:| I8 agHd Jeal
et wan St (Rig Veda-1-48.1)

The study of the position of women in Vedic
Literature becomes important as it analyses the various
aspects of the status of women in the Samhitas, Brahmanas,
the Aranyakas and the Upanishads. Women like Gargi,
Maitreyi, Apala, Ghosa, Sita, Savitri and Draupadi etc...
can be said as role models with their accomplishments.
Vedic Literature has distinguished itself by the contribution
of women with an extraordinary high calibre and very
significant position.

Key Words: Vedic Literature , Women, Vedas,
Upanishads, Samhitas, Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Gargi,
Saraswathi, Goddess, Epics, Puranas.

The term Veda or Vedic Literature refers to the sacred
literature of the Vedic and Brahmanic religion. This Vedic
Literature consists of four different classes of literary works
like the Samhita, the Brahmanas, Aranyakas and the
Upanishads. The earliest literary compositions of Vedas are
the most important and valuable contributions of the
Aryans to the Indian Culture.

In Vedic times the social status of every individual
depended on the religion and privileges seen in contrast to
the modern times, where the social status generally depends
upon education, economic conditions and political
privileges. The religion and social welfare of women first
began to take shape during the Vedic times.
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The position of women in Vedic Literature has not
occupied high positions, but was always prominent the
walks of life. Women important in social and religious life
were exploited by the seekers of power.

What is woman? What is she?
*  Worthy, Wonderful
*  Open minded, obedient
* Marvellous, Multi-tasking
* Attentive, All rounder
* Noble, Nurturing

She is no more a weaker sex. Multi-skilling thy
passion, preferences are thy mode, choices include A to Z
professions. Marriage is not an issue, she is equal to
opposite gender, follows what she decides, she is bold
enough to carry out the responsibilities, very firm where
mind does not gets disturbed, she does not get easily
influenced, perfection is her motto, she is shakti too. She
leads and fulfills all her responsibilities and duties. Woman
is adjusting, builds family, communicates wisely, depends
on father, husband, brother when required, makes path easy
in life, facilitates the social ethos, guides the children,
honors elders, nurtures children, integrates activities, makes
the journey together, manages both work and house,
nurtures children, has positive thinking of social, political,
financial and emotional situations, has quality living.

Yasyam bhutam samabhavat
Yasam viSvamidam jagat
Tamadya gatham gasyami
Ya stripamuttamam yasah

(Paraskara Gruhasutra - 1.7.2)
It is also said FTHY ST FUY T, HAY AT, TIAY
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T 7T 9fGT. Women is a beautiful creation by God. The

Vedic depiction of women not only portrays their role in
the family and society but also their affinity with the
cosmic creative process and their identity as symbol of
power and glory, The Vedic view of woman is holistic in
which male and female are integrally complementary,
none is better or worse half, they are just two equal halves
of the same, two aspects of the same reality.
(Brihadaranyaka Upanishad - 1.4.3).

It is observed in Vedic Literature that women were
given equal rights and were given respect. They played a
very active and important role in running the family to
manage and maintain the social order. Education was given
to all women irrespective of the varna or class.

Women were adored and regarded as the Shakti or
Mother goddess in the Vedic period i.e.. 1500 -1000 BC
who is considered a symbol of life with enormous ability
for tolerance and sacrifice which led them attain a
respectable place in society. Women were also associated
with property in the Epics and Puranas. Manu in
Manusmriti mentions that a woman would be dependent on
her father in childhood, her spouse in youth and her
children in old age.

Vedic Literature has distinguished itself by the
contribution of women with an extraordinary high calibre
and a very significant position. Women were also well
versed in arts and possessed scholarship. They also have
acquired name and fame in other fields of knowledge.
Among the authors of the hymns of Rig Veda, there are
some women who contributed among who are Lopamudra
and Apala. Lopamudra is referred to in the Anukramani
which is a testimony about the women in Vedic Literature
and their contribution.

In the early Vedic ages women enjoyed an honored
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place in the society. Rig Veda mentions the names of some
learned ladies like Viswavara, Apala and Ghosa who
composed mantras and attained the rank of rishis.

The goddesses and semi-divine apsaras are seen
included in the shrines of the Vedas. Only few goddesses
were invoked. 21 hymns are addressed to Goddesses Usas,
1 to the Goddesses Ratri, 1 to Prthvi, 4 to the Goddesses
Apa, 1 to Goddesses Vak and 3 hymns to the Goddesses
Saraswathi. Aditi and Saraswathi are listed among the
major Goddessess of the Rig Veda. Usas is the graceful
Goddess who adorns the Vedic heavens.

T A 1 3N B grediad: |
e IO Jea1 R v SRR ||
(Rig Veda 1.48.1)

Aditi is often described as the Deva mata i.e.. mother
of the Gods. The tradition of Aditi being the mother of the
Gods is found even in the Puranas. The most important
goddess seems to be the Earth Goddess who is invoked as
the ‘great mother’. The grandeur of mother Earth has
commanded reverential praise from her sons too. It is said
‘Great is our mother Earth’

AT 9T A 3 g (Atharvaveda XII 1.12)

In ancient India women had enjoyed an honourable
position in the household and in society. Position of women
was comparatively high in the Vedic period particularly in
the period of Rig Veda. The Vedic Literature says that the
marriage for a woman was equivalent of the Upanayana for
a man.

FET=I0T AT A fowad 9iaH | (Atharvaveda X1.5.18)

The Stridhana literally means the woman’s property.
P.V.Kane in his book ‘The History of Dharmasastra’ says
that the gems of Stridhana are traced in the Vedic
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Literature. (P.V.Kane, History of Dharmasastra, P456).

The Taittiriya Samhita affirmatively declares that
women are not shareholders of property of their husbands
and hence it recommends affectionate treatment.

TIERA Tal & TROTErRT
(Taittiriya Samhita - V1.2.1.1)

Manusmrti clearly indicates the dignity and respect
towards women.

I TR I O W oA |
AT 1 I HATETART: Rt ||
(Manusmriti -3.56)

Which means where women are honoured, divinity
blossoms there and where women are dishonoured all
actions, no matter how noble they remain unfruitful.

Women like Gargi, Maitreyi, Apala, Ghosa, Sita,
Savitri and Draupadi can be said as role models with their
accomplishments. They were mantra perceivers who
undertook huge penances and achieved great power and
divinity. Gosha, Apapla, Lopamudra, Sachi and Vishvavara
have penned hymns and rose to prominence as intellectuals.

Gods like Brahma, Vishnu, Rudra, Indra and others
are worshipped inVedic Hymns, while Goddesses like
Saraswathi, Lakshmi and Mahashakti are also given equal
honor and prominence. The Vedic traditionhas held a high
regard for the qualities of women.

In Mahabharata Anushasana Parva, Bheeshma
explains that in the lineage where daughters and daughters-
in-law are saddened by ill treatment, that lineage is
destroyed. When out of their grief these women curse these
households such households lose their charm, happiness
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and prosperity.
e e | i FT ASWaq
AT FUHE F TRRIGHER
HEATEY T SRR /g

In the matter of dharma in Vedic Literature women
stood as a decisive force in spirituality and the foundation
of moral development. Women in Vedic Literature not only
expounded hymns but also performed sacrifices like priests
offered oblations to the gods.

In Vedic Literature we come across many
Brahmavadini ladies like Lopamudra, Gargi and Maitreyi
who took part in the great discourses and expressed
unparalleled knowledge of Supreme self. In Vedic age
daughter received education equally like son.
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad presents a father who wished

his daughter to be a scholar. “gfgdT T gioear TR (5.4.17)

Taking an example from Mahabharata, it can be said
that Gandhari was a virtuous woman who endured suffering
in her life and is considered to be her extreme internal
strength. She lived her entire married life as a blind folded
women which shows her devotion and faithfulness as a
wife. Gandhari also urged her children to follow the
principles of right pathway and conciliate with Pandavas.

In Ramayana, Sita is one of the characters who
possessess all the great qualities that make her a great
woman. Sita can be said a woman with vigorous character
who has picked up the Shiva Dhanush as a kid. She was
also a woman with emotional and mental strength. She very
faithfully and very strongly stood by her husband in the
hardest times. She had a calm mind and taught the world
how to face hardships and not lose faith. She personified
how a human being should be and how to lead a good life.
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In Mahabharata, Shanti Parva(30.9) stating about the
motherhood and family it can be understood that usually
women provide the love, understanding and nurturing for
the development of children which is unlikely for most
men.

Bhishma in Mahabharatam said that “the teacher who
teaches true knowledge is more important than ten
instructors. The father is more important than ten such
teachers of true knowledge and the mother is more
important than the ten such fathers. There is no greater guru

than mother”. Women were always given a high stature in
all the walks of life.

Women have taken pany central roles in Hindu
Dharma, let it be the birthers, nurturers, instigators of wars
and propagators of knowledge. Adi Shakti is the ancient
and pure form of energy and thus femininity evolved. In
this context the Panchakanyas can be taken as examples.
Nature manifests in five forms - earth, water, fire, wind and
sky. Each of the Pancha Kanyas is born from one of these
elements. The Pancha Kanyas are Ahalya, Draupadi, Sita,
Tara and Mandodari.

e ZITal HidT ARl HUSEY q: |
ST TRIATH AT ||

In a view the Pancha Kanya are thought highly of as
exemplary women and chaste wives. The power owing to
their celibate kind was the result of leading a pious, rightful
and responsible life in thought, word and action, thereby
the purest and most sincere of conduct even in the most
challenging times. They stood exemplary lives.

The study of the position of women in the Vedic
Literature becomes important as it analyses the various
aspects of the status of women in the Sambhitas, the
Brahmanas, the Aaranyakas and the Upanishads.
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e o0 ¥ U9A AFEE § dqud SAg § & Rl SR
= U ¥ B R T g e R sem avfe” ) ==
I H AT ol GHST H T o A A UTH o1 | T
H T o UM R W A R AER AT e &
URA § T4 T 1 AT ST TR § TR R AT
A AT ST T AT o7 | Sieeh el | A T
AFl T TR | &hd BHT A 3TEeaeh | SIar o7 |
TS T H difseh & H A IFT IR eBA=R gt
T 3 UASET RIS H Ioeid dieeh dredl | W
BIAT € | SRt st Witd SR sy off SEeneti 1 Jiefehi
Yl oY | oA o & H ot A ol Rl IR ot | 9
forame it we e off F=nelt w1 fare aiveTaen | g
o1 | J foame & 9y § @y Fo o & e @as off
TRER § I AU I U UiHd A gAT HAT AT |
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UNER &l g1 99 90K T8 Y99 H UG Gl g3l
FA F | B oF U T qUT S I9eh TXE0 | quT
ST TTSIER YUIed o STd & | INER & 99 9
JThT TS A SR AT A1 T . o | ek o |
A I Tt ok €9 H 9gd A UTH o7 | 3 Tel W
A A | Tl T2 I AL BT § 3T: Tt o [T qif
AYUT B | JHTEIA HigATd Ui o & I | ot Srar of
R Ik T 1 T et off | 39 Afaies el H
H ot TqoT g3 At of |

Foll ToE - I, o e, steiRe, i e,
ST, T FY |

=g

TRA YER Hed B ‘99 Y IS W ad
Saan:” s &1 S W' | TRl S gH dfew
Farelt H T B € | Afde et A A eeyt Rk
T WO FI Hel ST € | 36 Hel | A IR & 9qre
T €9 ¥ FHN o I, IR 47 ¥%hR | e
ot | IR o FHTST § 1 G T S A U o7 a2
3IY AH, <A, TR, AR e qEEgEs A 9
ArAfea FoRaT STIam o] 98 TRR | TS 1 Hitd qe o
HEqul ©IF @Al ot 12 98 [qemar i Faras aehed T &
7 H gURA off SR IHH g F - wH W uad

1 392 10.85.46
“HTHTRT 4G W AT 94 94 |
TR | 9 qEwE SAreegy” ||
2 3l ST, A - dfee diearett A1, 98 1
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RS 7 | AR JeerRugEmg # 39 giy B femar
I YU FA ATl Fel T R — IR B g
e H & Rl e A G99 9 it o g - e
HERIEDIER N

Fdich THNS § AN Y oF qHE GHMAT FH fH
WA A3 | RY F G AN B gHAT AIRET I 9
WEAIT 2H et © | SO wse off 1 U9 Y ok GHE
9 GHE B F Gohask ¢ | Afw giea | aftig T
TG Y ol IAM ohl AT Ik HA THA AT i AR
g4

FAS A H T R GAS H GF Al Bl Wi g6
ISR TTH AT SHHT Gohd &H g o U 0 | foeran @
S i e g3 qEEt % SEig e R AT R
15 T 1T = § 9 — U F 9 WA g FwAa
T FUI UTH BT @ ST 13N o Ui STAR6 & a1 qrefy
2| T SHiaua = W g Jydag 9ikar a1 tad
OB H AEvg FA1 F WA I ZPH A" BT

FEERVIFRAMTG - 1.4.3

et ARG %, - “WRA G & 79 a@’, I8 83
Upadhyay H C, “Status of women in India” p39
AT SR - 14,4,2,1,5

T - 8.31.8

S — 3.31.1-2

UG — 6.11.3 -

“OeTIioRgAT: e R |

FTAHA T8 THH 9 TR 1

8 T T - 33.1 - <P & gfed SafE T

~ [=)} w £ w [ 8] -
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TAMY 37 319 Hohdl I T ZPRIVT BT g A& St | 3Afg
JeRUIE B gt T R Wiy R AT T @
AT IFeh MR Iol — USfd 1 aviF © |

3fer e A &t Riem 19 TR

Jfeeh Tl ° BI-TET T 9ATH YER-TER A7 | T
T QA ol Wi GHH e - e U FRA Hw SAEeER
qT 12 Rem o URT ¥ @ T A W ITEE qERR 9
NG Y AT F B AR T Sar oOvl 3

TRFA H @ H FEEE 9 H g d g aAad,
HIS, FET qAT gohdl 9% IR0 ] g0 TRIea U et
off | IR H THR Y Ir@ UTH BT ©-

R FHIOT HISTeiisd |
AT = AT ieEa=- adr | 1
=g it aogde § st 1 gRife #=a ¥ SUeH
off TTH 2T 2-
R T SaqaisEg gais |

1 JEaRUEHIAHYE - 4.4.18 —
“AY q: T gredl H qroeal SR |
foeftedt arerfren sefrmartata |1«

2 Prabhu P.H. - “Hindu Social Organization” p-28
“So far as education was concerned the position of women
was generally not unequal to that of men. Women had
similar education as that of men. She took part in

philosophic debates like men.”
3 | - IRATEICH, SERRUERNT, 91T 1-2, 98 402
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TRERR T SaaAEEs, gaNg | 1!

FYdaE H T ©H TR FE=d 9 &l Ui hd gQ
T TRT Y ATelt FeaTstl G TRIET ol TREHTH W) A
I T UTH e 1 Soei@ UTH Bl © - Fer=dol el Jam
o= ofem 12

3w gfearsti & =7 o % o Wie 219 ¥ e
Tl (diedrell & sfEsigs 7 A uiedr, F1 (FS
IRET T AT A aTelt), U (= AT o
AT 1 TEATAHRAT) TANE oFY A G I dfesh
e W F F Afgwr B gy St 21 e H & A
IRl Ut od, Y, Y 3R WMed- T AR qai H
AT STET TSRO A&t ht FmTor - R ot gHee aret
T AT 23 |

Jieer e & SAfaies o ST, 90 Ug 9w &,
i, Ried, 9, M- sdie el & e &6
AR @t of | Afcer ghi § fawae, afgm, geetri
3Mfe. Afeen ATETAl Al G Hedl § | Fag | I @ia
H HuTel AIRAT 1 U WY T 2 €5 |

1 I§EE - 12.53

2 FYEag - 11.5.18

3 FWAE - 10.114.3 -
“IqRTE] g GUe Taudieh FII a5 |
T GIOT GO FESEES <@ &9 1 |

4 e 10.102

5  FAg 1.92.4
e === aURa - “UrEA WRA 1 ASHITOE JUT FiEhias Shie”,
9% 111 § 354 -
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ek A § A TH GRY Al R EINE GiHE

TN 9 GUEha M1 IR 3Tavaes | S 47 | i
YRR ST 371 9713 G2 o o oI Bf STRIed 81 ¢ € 39
FA | AR A ok oI ot a8 9| e e % Ui
IR EPHIOT T & FROT IAH IUTAT TR H G@hI
BT ATaeh Bt 7el, Aard WY o7 | =y IEgard eRot
FX A o [l | Hae el off | FSatedr T a0
Iooi@ B8 Fag Giean § WH ST § | ddg giear ot
IR o U UG 9= A o ATIRR R gHA el
T

I 7 § sifsw o | 0 A SFr Rl s
et g UEMOE Bl g1 dohleid e WA EET
RISl Seoi@ AT argd | W S € | i A
Wi T (Y FAmy) ot st ol GeehR el
g5 = et € SN 39 9 1 uek ' TR it o9
Tl o AeAT Ud goi o [oXd el W@ SIram o7 | 39 i
H AR Sa9d= A8 e i id U seare! &
% foru gof = ot | SO e | i % < 9E Ui B -
el U9 gEare2 | 9eEe 9 Rt g off S
TR Ud O™ U0 A qAT AT A ok [l

1 79 10.109.4 —
AT TaRTHEE< Jd 96 ETaEdd 3 g |
AT ST SATEIorATa=ar ot <enfd o =W | |

2 BT - IREEEE, YRR, 9 1-2, I8 402
e o semante: qaamEe |
T FEIATIGAT AU dSTEa e = (== | |
FEELA QUi o FAEgua-mE Fr e Fw: |
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g off qileh AR o fAfWs TR o o 9hR
TS ST 975 U= ek ST QI o7 R Teoh | aratiae
Tt e % TErE e | SH 8 @ 9| 9 aeE
AT oh ATAT oh WIA-HY A, Feage, FA-
AT, WA S9 TE 9wl o ST g Al q St
it sl oOf | e R gedt A gwe % forg
qad ot it dfes digdl & H TEAEET AT F
e, Zxmon, AaE, Sedr-FaEd, sE, @ - 9,
THRTT-hefaT, aTep- 3RO, T=-TierH T, S-S,
HIIT-Hieaat, FGT - HHREAT, FR 3T 6l Ioeid UTH
BT & oeh g1 ¥ =g dienehd © | grifera Tt
Qe T AIG FEATIT FE FAd Y AL, A=
SUTEATT, ST 3TMS TRAHT & hl FEiad heal off
T R o & | S5 Ul Waedl Ud 96 SIEER U
qt |

foaTe v Bt o =R
AH T H IfF ARAT AITSHIA T A off

qq: Ie IR o G Al AEER WH I | AYEaE |
Teh W W AR I H AET o, I A T g8

1 Dharma Dr. P.C.- “Status of Women in Vedic Age”
Quoted in Journal of Indian History, 1948
“They were educated in spiritual and the secular
subjects.The secular side of their education consisted of
fine arts and military science. There was lady Risis in
Rigvedic times who composed verses, performed sacrifices,
oftered hymns to the Gods and won glory and fame, e.g.

Surya, Saci, Sarparanj, mamta etc.”
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I FA o [0 SAfEga o T R 1 gHe Siaieh e
Rl W I-Tell R 9gh €9 9 gEried SISEl &
foraeor e 21 € 12 e 3 g9 Hed T 114 & g o
T F IR Bk STH-FHE AEER R g RO g
A T ® et T # TR Tee w1 el % FE ekt
7 R T ATEER L & — © FAI 7T OF Fsq 7

TSl % AWE H IAGEE QT ARl AT S of | ufd
T & T2 ST <aarsli R W@IhR gl sl St of | 3fa:
fafoe gTiHe FHFES], YRR UF TIEMI hl FaTed H
1 o} AR AT ol JUIET | UTH o7 |

Reme % &% & o O B R s ggE A
- foare g el o | wnett 1 e aRdeeen
H BT o1 91 9% AT o G9y ¥ @y Mg o & o
@ At 14 Fae ¥ Fer T § T o9 auy faaw 9w
TRt oft et 1 1o Ao AR A Sl S o 15

A e ¥ cwmedw wE gERH ReR
TioRY”637Tq U7 SIeT=rd oI EROT Y el TRTeqT TR0T et

1 ¥Eag 6.122.5

“T1 AT A A T A TEAY WE A |
FHTH ZEATHTSTET AsE= Teetd arg 77 | |
F4g 10.72.5/17

A smerT - 3.3.3 (WA et S )
B ST AYF, ISl 1&rdt, I8 1

A 10.27.12 —

“Torgclt AT FeAT JIGHaT =T ari |

HET qgHaia o gu=n @ 41 {E a9d s B e

6 3YEag 11.5.18

[ B N SO
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ge foare ) &BE 99 # @dE & 9A yeEerd oA
S8 7 91 2ian @ T s o faare deaen ww s
% YT BT A1 S g8 39 Huies & § ol oW |
Teqq B off | e Glear? o U HF o QAo 9 98
A Al € o e & 99g 9y qui aRkueE Ud e
Bl off | i | | &1 Ui e akedl & 99y
1 foame & I & S ot 13 9 Al afkE we |
FASIT fare+ & Goha ot UTH 21 € 3 Toft =uia G
FA H foraTe- Jail @ IR & 9ae ¢ |

foame & ae 9id — Uel ol Uhed, TRHToT HHET SIan
o | it a1 Jelt TRt oY ShR0T & foamg fomee et e |ehd
J| GHS | U Telad I TR o7 | Fog § T Ui
U1 39 WER ® & I T geft ufd-uell A e 9ad UF
qY WA T SR THAH I B | HAG F IHE e
(1.124.7, 4.3.2, 10.71.4) ¥ T& Yalad sl U1 & qH
TEWI & 9 A ol Teh AT 1 SH TR ST Feha
T | TN TaTe & 9ETS § e | ST o 15

dfeeh el THST § AR GHIST i STEd e arell

oAl FUAT T T=e el AT 9fd & Feq 81 W Sl H

A 10.27.12

AT 10.22.4-6

A T, I¥ 536-537

(F) 9T 1.112.19

e, e T “UEIA AR 1 Aol 99T GiEhae Sae™” I8
110

(@)TaT 5.61.17-19 AT 10.63.1

5 SfITPaR, SF HYER , deeleld e, I8 11

£ w [ ) -



Ted Hifed | Aigaratl ol ARTEM : g MM 201

gAfaare et faean foame w1 Seora U g € 1 g
# faear =it & v ® et T © R a8 g9 qid # A
FX WET i R OUTH R 2 F¥Eag (9.5.27-28) H oy
gAfaaTe Fan [eaEn-iare @1 I UTH BT § | S
H ufd & §d 89 W adl F <R o qrY f9aw wE w
FUA UTH BT § 13 o U T g1 3R ot ol wyfy fegmt
Tt W ET Y wer ? 5 ok | et wen w st
& et o, g 39 HHa qAigare S I o 14

YA el GHTST § T W o1 Gohd WTH BrT @
| e @ aed € Fgam ue ayen e S
- T &g 99 R AT g4 WeEiRa o9 & 91 HgE
2T | 9% Yohd FEAg % 3 Hols B UTH e1d & S A
% U 3T IR PRIV & =TT & |

feeheRlell QAT § Ual el SUS Sl YAl
e el AT Rl 98 ¥ Ued TR @aedrgas 999
e Femat off| 9 gy (F91 T 9fi) Td 96 (Sd

1 aqfdeR, = Ay, aeeted R, 9o 11
“Sqe AT AT St g9 TROTEHEE |
TS I THET VAT WThT AT T | | 2dag”

2 YEag 9.5.27-28
“I1 94 9 @ fHedswe |
TG o arast aardl A feea: |1«

3 3Eve ATy STaetish TaRHTET A9 UE |
TEIMIE [EARaE TS|ty § 9927 | | Fag
7 AYF ATH — “IEHI Bt g8 13 9 354

4 FE, 9813

5 9T 1.167.5-6
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qAT Hell ) § @ €9 9 FrAferd grar O a4 3 o=l
FT AEE-YSH FLal 0 11 g2 § U ©F R &l &6
oI GTadl ea 1 TART §3 © red S drasiieh
el § 9T 9 F Gohd WIH BT 2| Ud ©H W
IR Faay i ARMae 9 &g 991 ST &l
e S 1 Wt Seoig e ® 13 e s § ge-fRien
AT FHATEA o o0 I Reqr Wiy h @aaar 39 a2 hl
TG et & it AfE Tet W21 It af el I &R
R i TE 2 O aur o miveren & faeRer .
Rl R At 9g 1 TO1E <At off Jaehe H 39 WA &
JUF A A & | AIdag+ B Hiaud =ell W AR -
JU qH fawge AfgER g AT S 6 Uik ©
Aq: AT AT § UG YAT 6 ANE B 6 FROT Bl A
FATERTIA T STia o Y &1 | 319 |/ WRd fohu |

i et § ot A i Rt
ik T | o & § Y A0 gee qu7 oI

T3 o | SH 9 99t 3 STEeR W o | gErt O
1 it oar A gt | g9E g Tt off 15 Ty

1 HYFaT 14.1.20
‘TR TS EU JATE! AR & HRumEeEH 1
2 1.167.3
3 FEE 10.85.33
“GHITANT TGN THT T99q |
G TR WA |1
4 FYFAT 2.36.1- “TE1 G Y TAT:”
5 EE 2.17.7
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FT A1 3 U Y hl STSERI gt a1
FATG S ATGaTed Wwaht 04 TUar & =R | S aadid
At oA 3 oI ot oar A Teai | StferR o WA
a2 SR IS § W Bl § | B A A Ui Al
T § g @iiE o7 | ufd g e % 999 ag e
N Sy ot o et mwen | Rt o UeR uel &
AR TF o 1 SAfeRAeT T80 foRar St 14 ARy
gee AY® oI o g #igq &l =aen & T o
fgare & 98 &t Al ITER @ET U T Tl asqy S
TR BT T THAS YRR BT oA, Bl - 9 FHgaArd o |
T U Tl YO FeT STal AT oieh! Jooi@ dradd
Giear | UTH BT B- ‘Uell o qIRene ¥ (R diean
6.2.1.1) AU ITER & € H T HT UTH g1 aArelt aegai
W A A ATTER Trar A1 | faeEr g o9 B Een
A A Gohd FAIAR | UTH BT € 15 I qHT Eeoha dfah
YT &I H AR FHETE ohl AT Faerdl qof GEede
% TaH T |
I5-&7 U9 TRIEH | [BEi Sl e

Fag § qef¥ gEd I Uell gEe gN gses §

FAS 1.124.7 — “AAAE & T FA=1 TAERE T G 1
T9E 10.85.13 T 38

FAFAZ 14.1.13

FUEAE 10.35.5 T41 12.3.14

Shastri, Madhu - “Status of Hindu Women” & 334
5 3Ydag 18.3.1

“Zd A1 fcreres o FHae U 7 e |

o} U= T8 ST feor = afg 11«

£ (3} [} ol
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Ik 1Y S qUT Y A AT qUH UTH Bl © oy
Wy BT ¢ foF Afeereprel AR 3 I5-ufy § off stow oy
Td TORA o 9 9HeE I AuYd # fear arin 9
TFRAT oh €9 H W FIA A | FAg H F I AR G
T H iR @i et efPmer 2t €| qorretE
T ST wH § O YT g At off SeRT T SeA-
o7 HAlE & WTE A1 € | WA T B AR g o
qfoT ATHE SR o U T off | SRAT-U FaTE Jenled
Aieeslt % TR JfE 1 g Sared § 12

SHh AT HiGdThTe ARl AT, Slfdag,
Tifeg IS 3k T § AR THeT SUMSHT Bl & o
g 14 BT & FoF qehlela A1 U 8 U9 & | F9d
3R qeT o |

iy fBrt i grfees Rt

i weT § gREaR H I A 3= TH Uidied
M 7| URAR H FEl qY 9 T q9g H qgW
HATOTeRT 3T heal of | 3R o |9 & a1 a3
TRV | JUT IR TSTHAR JUIied FhT S 21 | IER
o A 9o SRl ATEX A ¥ SR ST T qTer
13

T T H A T Ul F €Y H dgd ATEL WTH AT |
A well W T A- el eferg: T € RN

1 9 10.102.2  “TIRYFAFAMT st 9 1
2 Fag 10.10848T TH
39S 10.85.46
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A 1! 9@ oW 1 iR Sl © 3d: Tl o foT Ui
AYUT € | 98 Y o | 9HA AE 9 S{Eq 9 FRd g4
39 oI 9ea | RN U4 Wik o |d off 12 917 o &9 H
T = § IO e g R A S Fd Y A h
e 1 FEE 8- “AwEr i qatd 173 g4 q
el | YW B “HIgAE e SEREE e ag” 1+
STAYYISTEIVT oh STIER  H&h(d & I, IT99 TF Iy |
T4 A HEEYUl AFeE ') ARkw W OH oA &
AR, ST, Sigaar, Al 9Yid O 6l IRER
AT R T © | IR S, T, =S, S ST
I AleHY R ¥ {ia R g 3%
IS FET T § JAT HER UF §A qo-1 hl I
AT AT & TR FATIT TS |

fAemd

Ferdd: &gl S TRl @ o dfdsw o § AR A
TRIf s Ia e TRATY ot | F TS § AT ST
Td THEAR 98 TR A off | 9 0 g, TeFI, JH-
fos, THS-ae 94 &5l | 79 o 99 A9ER T

1 g, 9% 9% - “9RA™ S5 & qd ad”, I8 88
2 FEE 1.3.11
“TERE AT A= GHAAT |
BERCE el
3 g, e
4 @, AR dMe, “HIdREr” & 5 aea™ 9 354
5 I9dg 8.43
“T2 T T W TR S Afed e Aig g |
TAT A AL A G A7 Ghan” | |
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QA=A W oAt | 98 @Y ok 919 96 €9 § AN h
TR, INERR U9 &R H e A | 91 6l qRedl
T et T o g il giaemy, g3eer U gane
Giear & | U\ A 9 SR T H FwedHnd 4| I8
A Al GHTS | AR AR qUT UReAl & ol
T qUVEYF & ¢ |
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TRl st giars urE
S G e )
U, TSl AT,

AN, HERTY
8806690900

abolirajnish@gmail.com

qEhd il 1 31eh €Bdi ¥ Fe9a- fohaT S € |
Yhd difed T & Ueh dRTSe AWehi I TG T e
AT, TR e ATEAT, AT Rl YT A 3T ¢ |
YeFq e § T ATl 9, T, Sk @HTE e, T,
Tl RIPER, & U& &g 6l Sad 9wg 2P, daifed
IR 2 ¥ fRaT AT e @ oI I AR S
3o qut 2 | TEifere s oft ® | Smeig 99 9w
A ATl o folU ST o 9T § | 300 & 6l Sie =l
o foTu Yo, i ey ST9 IEdeh S%hd WTNT ol 3791
AT AT ¥ | GEpA AT 1 e oW s e
T T H G B, SR A W A W@ Y| 5w wE
AR § off feRd YF § | Ipd Ao MR % # #
AT SRR € | TR T ¥%hd HaT T 3fae 79 2 |
T4 Gl S o Tdl ol fof@d H ANTR hl Higary
WA | T AT WA, S WRET MeA, S g
. AferdT IMelt ffaat, f F9RT SR, Sf Je =
= 9t fogivEl 1 9eWrT SweH § 1 uEd e |
Fael AR H R el g 9 IREl "eledl ol

Tt 7 feae e T A R B
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AHcl M dre IRE Heledl | AR fermdts
AFT TR AT TAH FHIR F ST Rl g5 T S
.o el & 9wt g ©1 A @ A uwet
TR A fEmem #@ Hga wem @ifee g1 s
FAOH FE H 9gd B T 8| AR fFEmdie &k
FhITeTard Tehd F9iamed 39 aFi 9 & 9 999 8 | Uig
SHI o o0 FWTI90T 3T 1 SRS T gHI0 H B A
TS T | AT BEATA RITEe € | 99ha 1 T9R & § 39

FUT 8 | ATTH HERTY WA 7 2016 H FHIR™ T
TTEET &R & e T man § |

AT g IRET FRIGAT shl YRl AT

o TTcTeRT SIAHA

o TSI

o FHALHTERAH

o HTICHAT

AT T G AT A Sl gt ars aRaEl R
TEpq TEER A1 TH[E ORI BRE gem w1 T W
TRIIRIYIAHRH a8 e 1 ©| 98 TF ay-Gehd-
q&qh  HAT STl I8t R 2011 Tl § Yeh1RId gal 2 | 59
Tk 1 [AfRTE ¥, B It 1 GRhd W1 B a1 Gl
R SR WV TR YW FHAT0 7 | 346 g | SleR IREt
J URTorl T BT Rl TS © | Fel-el U o S Rl &l Al
T geetrat &1 ff SR 39 I% § @ s © § 39 T
# ueferl o 3T TR HieT wedl & w1 I&hd, we, Bl
R 3FeTe 27 WR € wrwei § U B €1 W U ween




TEd Hifed H Aigaratl ol AREM : g AT 22 209

T AR o | e g5 €| et F A H € Be H
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BT W UM @l 7, IJ§ WP T © | G&hd Aied |
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& TSR €| 3 Uttt A avie ¥ = et 9
a9 1 SR G = A © | T=AT ol HHRIhdT i
TG U S UREN 7 qE IR FRAT BT 7 | WRfoR I
UG g YR § ST 8§ IY | ST & oFTal € | F ofT
TR HEIEAT 7 URE! HeIedl o (ol efore! Iaed 29
T FTeq o e | Fel © foh-

RINE R RATL bR R R R
BEUESERUEE RRER Rl

IR Tohrg HET HISY T AiGHT IT |
2E: RRE<IsT awld weiaer |
AIEHERIATA FISTT 59 Sere: |
FHIARBISAIG Ag~ AT | |
Aot gsferare Ty |
TRFTERRET A 2 Rt |
TTTIRITCAT AT HEATaora |
TSI SSET0T &=l YaeRaRr
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TRl HelRdl W gEd UEhd & § Al
GEERAH | I8 YT 9UE 3o (9 Tt 3R IeTarat -
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3 Prabhu P.H. - “Hindu Social Organization” p-28

“So far as education was concerned the position

of women was generally not unequal to that of
men. Women had similar education as that of
men. She took part in philosophic debates like

men.
4 I — FRIEIGH, HERRIEHTE, W 1-2, 98 402
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2 Dharma Dr. P.C.- “Status of Women in Vedic Age”

Quoted in Journal of Indian History, 1948

“They were educated in spiritual and the secular subjects.The
secular side of their education consisted of fine arts and military
science. There was lady Risis in Rigvedic times who composed
verses,performed sacrifices, offered hymns to the Gods and won
glory and fame, e.g. Surya, Saci, Sarparanj, mamta etc.”
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CONFLICT BETWEEN LOVE AND
RESPONSIBILITY IN VASAVADATTA
- ASTUDY BASED ON
SVAPNAVASAVADATTA OF BHASA

DR. SAPNAOP
Assistant Professor of Sanskrit
Govt. Brennen College, Dharmadam,Kannur, Kerala

Rhetoricians who adopt criteria that emphasize
personality in a subtle and detailed manner while
explaining divisions of heroes also accept age, relationship
with their husband, and relationship with their co-wives
(sapatni) as criteria for divisions of heroines. Heroines are
considered as satellites orbiting the central hero, where the
reason and purpose of their lives are completely devoted to
him. Despite this, there are some female characters among
them who have certain characteristics that shine as a silver
lining. Kunti and Draupadi in the Mahabharata and Sita in
the Ramdyana are some such female characters who have
the knowledge and stature to act as corrective forces.
Vasavadatta in Svapnavasavadatta is a representative of the
same series and successfully overcomes the ordeal of self-
sacrifice.

In Svapnavasavadatta, Vasavadatta is portrayed as a
strong and pure-hearted character, embodying immense
virtues that stem from her strong will. Bhasa's depiction of
Vasavadatta showcases her as a fertile ground of various
traits, including love, determination, endurance, patience,
sense of responsibility, courage, wisdom, beauty, openness,
and maturity. Above all, Bhasa portrays her as an ideal
wife, akin to Sita.

There are several heroine characters named
Vasavadatta in Sanskrit literature, including Vasavadatta in
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Buddhist stories, Vasavadatta in Subandhu's works, and
Vasavadatta in Udayana stories. However, the focus here is
on Vasavadatta as portrayed by Bhasa in
Svapnavasavadatta. While this Vasavadatta is the same as
the one in Udayana stories, the playwright's treatment of
the character renders her unique.

Bhasa, a playwright known for his creation of diverse
and robust female characters representing various life
situations, demonstrates mastery in adopting unusual and
nuanced storylines and characters. Notable examples
include Karna in Karnabhara, Duryodhana in Urubharga,
Hidumbi, the demon in Madhyamavyayoga, and
Vasantasena, the courtesan in Carudatta.
Svapnavasavadatta stands as the only play by Bhasa to
feature the name of the heroine in the title itself. As the
name suggests, the essence of the play revolves around the
story of Vasavadatta as dreamed of.

The play narrates the story of a royal woman who,
under pressure and by her own decision, relinquishes
marital comforts and royal luxuries to endure challenging
circumstances for her husband's success in life. It is a
remarkable work that unfolds the tale of Vasavadatta
through her perspective, her words, and her emotions.
Through the two plays, Pratijndyaugandarayana and
Svapnavasavadatta, Bhasa portrays the love and marriage
of Vasavadatta and Udayana, and their resilience in
overcoming the significant hurdles they encounter in their
married life.

While Udayana enjoys the bliss of married life with
his beautiful and young wife, he rules negligently, resulting
in King Aruni invading parts of the kingdom, including
Kausambi, the capital. Yaugandarayana, Udayana's loyal
minister, rises to the occasion and devises a plan to regain
the kingdom with the assistance of Queen Vasavadatta.
Yaugandarayana and Vasavadatta arrive in disguise at a
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hermitage, where Vasavadatta is entrusted to the care of
Padmavati, the princess of Magadha. The original intention
of the minister was to utilize the political alliances of
Magadha to recapture the Vatsa kingdom through the
marriage of Padmavati, the princess of Magadha, to
Udayana. However, despite the sacrifice she was making,
Vasavadatta had no inkling of the changes that were about
to take place in her life. As planned, Darsaka, the king of
Magadha, gives his sister Padmavati to Udayana, who
arrives in Magadha seeking military assistance. The most
unfortunate aspect is that Vasavadatta was there to silently
witness this turn of events.

Vasavadatta - the meek lover

Vasavadatta and king Udayana have a profound
affection and loyalty towards each other. Despite
encountering various difficulties, their connection endures,
and they are committed to surmounting any hurdles to stay
united. Calm on the outside and conflicted on the inside,
her heart is filled with complex emotions. Bhasa portrays
her in the play Pratijiiayaugandhardyana as a teenage girl
who goes on an adventure to get her lover while growin%
up as her father's favorite and living a dream life. In the 5'
act of Svapnavasavadatta Udayana says about the very
innocent Vasavadatta.
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! Svapnavasavadatta, V.4
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Like other Princess,Vasavadatta too was born and
brought up with elysian pleasures as the daughter of the
mighty king of Ujjain Mahasena and his queen Angaravati.
Vasavadatta, an innocent girl without gumption absconded
with her lover Udayana, who was detainee of her father.
The marriage and the fortuitous incidence followed by it
made a sea change in her life. Her benevolent nature and
deep love for her husband remained unchanged. She set
aside her feelings as a daughter and embarked on a journey
with Udayana. Through her life with him, she gained
insights into life's realities. What distinguishes Vasavadatta
is her recognition of the importance of adapting to
challenges. She embodies the traditional Indian woman,
valuing modesty and finding joy in her husband's happiness
and achievements. For her, her husband's success is her
ultimate goal and source of happiness.

Despite her wunconditional love for Udayana,
Vasavadatta possesses the intelligence to recognize his
limitations. Consequently, she comprehends the necessity
of her absence in reclaiming the kingdom and chooses to
participate in the plan proposed by the minister.
Vasavadatta, the embodiment of love and will expresses
stature in all adverse situations although the pain that
gnawed at her sometimes surmount.

3TN STATTEAH | AT A Tk T |

! Ibid,V.5
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Vasavadatta's own words betray the inner turmoil
she experiences. She entertains thoughts of suicide but
dismisses them in anticipation of reuniting with her
husband. Despite being part of a polygamous system,
Vasavadatta readily accepts his marriage, yet struggles to
overcome the trauma it brings. With a Spartan-like resolve,
she meticulously crafts the garland for Padmavati and
Udayana's wedding, carefully selecting each flower and
leaf with utmost care and awareness, recognizing the
sanctity of the ceremony.
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! Ibid, IV
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In this portrayal, Vasavadatta exhibits a
compassionate heart that wishes well for all those who
gracefully move forward in life. She finds joy and feels
fortunate when Udayana expresses his profound love for
her. For Vasavadatta, her love for Udayana transcends the
mundane and becomes a spiritual connection. This is why
she experiences an indescribable happiness when she is
close to the king in the dream sequence.

Desiring the happiness, comfort, and success of her
partner, Vasavadatta loves him unconditionally and
selflessly, thereby remaining open to extending her
affection to those associated with him. The evolving nature
of her love, gradually transcending the mundane, suggests a
progression towards divinity within = Vasavadatta's
emotional realm.

Vasavadatta -Lovable person with sound personality

Vasavadatta’s emotional intelligence helps her in
maintaining equanimity  even in emotionally turbulent
situations. The progression of princess Vasavadatta's
evolution into the role of a responsible queen is depicted
throughout the play. Bhasa presents Vasavadatta not as one
who indulges solely in the pleasures of being the king's
sweetheart, but rather as someone deeply concerned about
the well-being of the king and the security of the kingdom,
striving to contribute creatively to its welfare. Vasavadatta
is gradually aspiring towards the noble ideal of promoting
the happiness and peace of her realm.

U Ibid,III

2 Ibid, V
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She sacrifices her comforts as a royal figure, putting
herself to the test for the sake of her husband, her kingdom,
and her subjects. With a strong sense of purpose and clear
resolve, she sets aside her own emotional and personal
aspirations. When she hears Udayana's voice calling to her
in his dream, she prioritizes the minister's plan.
Vasavadatta is acutely aware of her powers, duties, and
desires.

Hence, despite having experienced the privileges of
kingship and embodying royal dignity in her words and
actions, Vasavadatta is perturbed when she, in disguise,
encounters resistance from entering the hermitage.

THAEHT - AN AHERITAT HaATHI |

IR - Yhioed TY Fisavadn | 96 =
FET | Fd:,
ﬂﬁ: |

FHIERHUT S ONGAHMT FohRUENE et
qh: || 1

The sense of pride as a royal personage significantly
influences Vasavadatta's decisions, rendering them firm
and precise. Additionally, she demonstrates foresight in her
plan to reclaim her husband and their land. Upon first
meeting Padmavati, Vasavadatta immediately accepts her
as a beautiful and intelligent princess. Their relationship is
characterized by cordiality and friendship, as Vasavadatta
teases, loves, advises, and prays for Padmavati's well-being
as a true friend. At the end, when Padmavati apologizes for

' 1bid, 1.4
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her unwitting mistreatment of Vasavadatta, Vasavadatta
graciously consoles her for the past occurrences.

Vasavadatta emerges as the strongest character in
Svapnavasavadatta, commanding the most scene space, and
possessing varied and complex mental traits while
remaining inherently good-hearted. Vasavadatta finds
herself stepping into uncertainty when she chooses to
participate in Minister Yaugandharayana's plan. Driven by
great faith in humanity and the minister, she embarks on
actions that others would deem impossible. Despite not
having complete knowledge of the plan or its
consequences, Vasavadatta is motivated by her trust in the
minister's intentions, believing that the welfare of the
kingdom is his sole concern.

The decision was made for the sake of the king and
the kingdom, but personally, Vasavadatta was undergoing
intense mental struggles. She had to deal with various life
situations frequently. Bhasa vividly portrayed the conflict
between her inner voice and her circumstances during her
stay in Padmavati's palace. Although Vasavadatta was
disguised as Avantika, she often responded to Padmavati's
concerns about Udayana as Vasavadatta but tactfully
managed to maintain the plan. Gradually, she developed the
ability to control her overwhelming love for Udayana.

Vasavadatta liked Padmavati without knowing that
she had been chosen as her husband's second wife.
However, when she learned about their marriage,
Vasavadatta harbored no jealousy in her heart. She desired
to be loved more and felt happiness upon learning of the
king's love for her.

Conflicts in Vasavadatta

Understanding of Padmavati's love for Udayana and
their betrothal evokes feelings in Vasavadatta, and her
words reflect her troubled state of mind. She feels saddened
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by Udayana's readiness for another marriage so soon, but
upon realizing that it was Padmavati's brother's suggestion
about the proposal, she understands she can't blame
Udayana. Vasavadatta experiences a great dilemma as she
cannot blame her husband yet struggles to accept his new
marriage. Therefore, she desires to be alone during their
wedding. However, to exacerbate matters, the queen
advises her to prepare the garland for the wedding,
intensifying her thoughts about marriage that she wants to
free from her mind like a hunter. It is during this time that
her mental conflict, filled with complex emotions, reaches
its peak, and she considers it the greatest punishment from
the gods. Vasavadatta expresses that her life has reached a
state where she has lost even sleep.

When Vasavadatta inquires about Udayana from Dasi
but refuses to listen to further details, it's because she is
afraid of expressing her feelings or because she deems it
inappropriate for the current situation. Upon hearing
Padmavati express her worried state of mind due to
Udayana's departure, Vasavadatta recalls how impossible
her situation has become. She listens with fear to the
clown's question to the king about his beloved wife,
dreading that if Udayana's choice is not her, she cannot
bear it. However, she feels content being the favourite wife
and acknowledges that even anonymity has its advantages.

Importance of dream act

Udayana was filled with thoughts of Vasavadatta in
his subconscious mind but began to love Padmavati in his
conscious mind. Through this realization, Udayana receives
a hint that Vasavadatta is alive, leading to his eventual
acceptance of her at the end of the play. This scene stands
as a prime example of Bhasa's psychological insight and is
sure to leave a heartwarming impression.
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Vasavadatta stands as one of Bhasa's finest female
characters. Like Karna in Karnabharam, Vasavadatta is a
character whose mental tensions and pressures converge in
a unique context. Both Karna and Vasavadatta endure the
most difficult situations in life through their own actions.
Bhasa portrays the insecurities of royal life, particularly for
women, through Svapnavasavadatta. It depicts how
women's lives are rendered insecure by choosing marriage
as the primary means of political alliance.

Bhasa presents Vasavadatta as someone who makes
decisions with her heart, yet she is a woman who
approaches situations with intelligence, strength of will,
and successful management. Vasavadatta's lack of
knowledge in matters of cunning diplomacy is evident in
the play. Therefore, when she is entrusted to Padmavati,
she cannot even grasp the true significance of the situation.
This marriage represents an entirely new experience for
her.

As a representative of a polygamous society,
Vasavadatta adapts to marriage, yet one can understand that
she also grapples with the challenges inherent in such a
society. The transformations that the events of the play
bring to Vasavadatta's life are beyond imagination. The plot
ultimately culminates in Vasavadatta's life being relegated
to Padmavati's testimony. Her growth from the fragile
character of a princess to the regal demeanor of a royal
consort is evident throughout the play. Her greatness lies in
the fact that even amidst these changes, the brightness and
openness of her heart do not fade away. She embodies
unconditional love and unwavering responsibility, making
her an wunforgettable character who transcends the
protective shield of the hero.
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